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DISCOURSE. 


IT is recorded of one of the generals of the politic and am- *' 
bitious Charles V.,-that when. he s0olicited the favor of a dis- 
charge from public service, and the emperor demanded his - 


reason, the thoughtful officer gave this memorable reply :— 
« Sire, (8aid he) there ought tobe a pause between the tumult 


of life and the day of death.” And 80 it would seem wise 
for ministers of the gospel, who are soldiers of the cross, daily 


8urrounded by the tumult of war, and *wreatling against prin- 


cipalities and powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this | 


world, against spiritual wickedness in high places,” occasional- 
ly to pause and inquire, not only into the actual progress of the 


fluctuating conflict, but also into the principles on which they 
are conducting it, the arms which they employ, and the max- ' 


ims of strategy that govern them. | 
When the great Captain of our salvation had finished the 


work for which he had descended to earth, and was about to + 
return to our Father and his Father, to our God and his God, 


to resume the glory which he had with him ere the world was, 
he gave to his disciples their great and final commission, © Go 
ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 


He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved ; but he that 


believeth not, shall be damned.” This commission legitimates 
the. mission of the apostles, and of Christian ministers in gen- 
eral, as ambassadors to our rebel race, and devolves upon them 
the arduous enterprise of proclaiming his gospel over the earth. 


It is, moreover, accompanied by the precious promise of his 


gracious presence © unto the end of the world,” not as the 
Romish archbiszhop Huzhes maintained,* to render them in- 


t See his controversy with Dr. Breckenridge. 
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£7 
fallible, but to "BR their legitimate efforts for the universal 


extension of his kingdom. 2 
'The directions embedied in this commission, have been va- 


| riously apprehended. When we 8ummon before our view the 


Several portions of the professed kingdom of the Redeemer, 
through the different ages of the past, and contemplate their 


methods of executing the twofold injunction to © preach the 


gospel,” and to & make disciples,” we discover various ten- 
dencies, struggling with each other for the mastery, eventually 


_ arranging themselves by homogeneous 8ympathies or elective 


& 


affinity into two general 8ystems, into two forms of religious 
and eccleslastical organization and action, though not without 
various counter-current lines. Generally considered, they may 
be designated as the religion of Forms and the religion of the 
Spirit, as the s8ystem of Works and of Grace, as the 8ystem 
of blind Submission to authority and the 8ystem of Gospel 
liberty, and as the reader may have anticipated, the Romish 
and Protestant systems. As wholes, these systems are char- 
acterized by definite. and distinct featifres; yet their shades are 
often blended, and in many places they lie contiguous to each - 
other. It is, therefore, important occasionally to re-examine 
their several cas, that we may detect them on their first 
appearance, and guard agdinst the insinuation of error. Each 
of these systems is marked by minor diversities among its pro-. 
fessors, yet we propose to. treat them as units. It shall be our 
aim, /irs\\to group the features of these antagonist systems, 
and 8econdly to show that the Romish or Puseyite or Formal 


- 8ystem is not, and the Protestant or Spiritual system Is the re- 


ligion of the gospel. 

'These two 8ystems, as wholes, are characterized by the fact, 
that the one adopts the word of God alone as the infallible 
rule of faith and practice, and Justification by grace, through 
faith, as the cardinal doctrine in the plan of salvation ; whilst 


| the other places uninspired, human tradition on an equality 


with the word of God, and. maintains Justification by works. ' 


« Baumgarten Crusius thus defines the general stand-point of Protestantism 
and Popery :—* Die Lehre der Protesfantischen Kirche fuhrt von dew forma- 


5) 


'The other doctines of the two systems diverge in accordance 
with these vital principles, but our present object will be best 
attained by confining our attention to the most important, to 
those which stand in more immediate logico-moral connexion 
with the plan of salvation, namely : the Word that is to be 
preached, the Church by whose authority the minister preaches 
it, the Ministerial office which he: sustains, the. Sacraments 
which he is to administer, and finally Justification and the 
Pastoral care, or, the principles of Spiritual culture of the 
80uls committed to his charge. 

' 1. In what light does the church of Rome —_ the Scrip- 
tures? We reply, as inspired and obligatory indeed, but as an 
insufſicient rule of faith and practice. Accordingly, she adds 
the Apocrypha, which Jerome himself rejected as uncanoni- 
cal,” though found in his Vulgate version, and also Zradition, 
- and the 80 called unanimous consent of the fathers. Reject- 
ing the advice of Cardinal Cajetan, to adopt the original He- 
| brew and Greek scriptures, the 'Tridentine divines thus decreed: 
« Following the example of the orthodox fathers, the council 
of 'Trent doth receive and reverence with equal piety and ven-.' 
eration, all the books, as well of the Old as of the New Tes- 
tament,the 8ame God being the author of both, and also the 
aforesaid traditions, pertaining both to faith and manners, 


len Princip, von the alleinigen Auctoritat der heiligen Schrift, und dem Ma- 
terialen, von der Rechtfertigung durch den Glauben, durch die Artikel von ' 
Erbsunde, Rechtfertigung, seligmachendem Glauben, Mittel des Heiles. 
Ueber Kirche und Gottesverehrung hat sie Grundsatze, welche ibrer dogmati- 
schen Denkweise vollig entsprechen.”—*In entgegengesetzter Weise hat die 
Romisch-katholische Kirche als Principien, das Ansehen der Tradition neben 
der heiligen Schrift, und "die Rechtfertigung durch die Werke aufgestellt. 
Die einzelnen Dogmen entfalten sich in vollstandigem Gegensatze zu der 
Protestantischen Autfassnng. Und eben 80 $tellen sich die Katholischen Be- 
_ gritfe von Kirckhe und von Gottesverehrung dar,” Compendium der Chiisth- 
chen Dogmengeschichte, vol. I. pp. 432-433. | 


: Jerome made a catalogue of the books of the Old Testament, excluding 
all the Apocrypha. He says, ** That we may know what books there are 
besides these, they are to be placed among those of the Apocrypha. There- 
fore that commonly called the Wisdom of Solomon, also Jesus, the 8on of 
Sirach, Judith, Tobias and the Shepherd, are.not in the canon,” &c. Tg: 
_  Galeat: | See Cramp's Text book, p. 49. | 
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whether received by Christ himself, or dictated by'the Holy 
Spirit, and preserved in the Catholic church by continual suc- 


 cession.” ** Whosoever shall not receive, as sacred and canon- 
1cal, all these books and every part of them, as they are com- 


monly read in the Catholic church, and are contained in the 
old Vulgate Latin* edition, or shall knowingly and deliber- 


ately despise the aforesaid traditions, let him be accursed.”* 


To the inspired word of God, Rome, therefore, adds uninspired 
traditions, and the 80 called unanimous conse... of the fathers, 
or theological writers of the former ages of the church ; which 


are, in reality, just as contradictory as the writings of the same 


number of modern divines, taken promiscuously from the sev- 
eral Protestant denominations. Yet this tradition and consent 
of the fathers, she-pronounces to beas much inspired, and as 
infallible, as the word of -God itself, which she tries by various 
means to prevent her laity- from reading, except under impor- 
tant restrictions. | - 


'1 The committee appointed by the council to collate copies of the vulgate | 


and prepare a correct edition, accomplished n6thing. Pius LV, after the dis- 


golution of the council, engaged, in connexion with numerous learned men, 


to furnish a correct copy of the Vulgate Latin, now pronounced inspired by 
the council. «His successor, Pius V, continued the undertaking. The book 


was | published by Sixtus V, in 1590. This active and resolute pontiff, not 
only assembled round him a number of the most learned and acute linguists 


- and critics, but ardently and personally engaged in the examination of the 


work himself.” - He read the whole before it was committed to the press, + 


. © read it over again as it passed through the press, and when it was all printed 
off re-examined it, and corrected it anew. This edition was accompanied by 


a bull, enjoining its universal reception, and forbidding the slightest altera- 
tions under pain of the -most dreadful anathemas. But it was scarcely pub- 
lished before 1t was discovered to abound with errors, and was quickly call- 
edin. A more correct edition was is8ued by Clement VIII, in 1592, accom- 
panied by a Similar bull. An edition $till further improved, left the press in 
1593. The difference between these editions is very considerable, Dr. 


| James, in his « Bellum Papale,” notices- 2000 variations, s0me of whole 


verses, and many others clearly and decidedly contradictory to each other. 


'Yet both editions were declared to be authentic by the same plenitude of 


knowledge and power, and both guarded-against alteration by the same tre- 


. mendous excommunication.” See Townley's IlJustrations of Bib. Litera- 


ture, vol. II, p. 487-495, and Cramp's text book of Popery, pp. 52-583, 
2 See Sagcrozanctum Concilium 'Fridentinum, edit. Auguste Vindelicorum 


1751. Sess. IV, pp. 8-9. 
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The church is to her a divine and infallible body, paramount 


to the scriptures themselves ; divided into militanvon earth, 
and triumphant in heaven. 'The church militant, Belerwelng 


defines as. * a body of men united in the profession of the 


8ame christian faith, and communion of the same sacraments, 


under the 'goverament of lawful pastors, and particularly of 
the Roman Pontiff, Christ's only vicar upon earth.”* And 


he further affirms, that whilst the unbaptized, the heretics and 
apostates, the excommunicate and schismatics, do not belong 


to the church ; the non- predestinate, the imperſect, and even 
open Sinners and concealed infidels, are included in the church, 
if they hold the sacraments and the profession of faith, and 


are subject to the Roman Pontiff.” Out of this church thers | 
is no salvation, and as their sacraments professedly exert their 
influence ex opere operato, regardless of the moral qualifica- 


tions of the recipient, all in their church who receive the 8a- 
craments, they regard as certain heirs of salvation. 


Her Minis{gy she regards as a divinely appointed priesthood, 
deriving by succession from the apostles, the power to transub- 
8tantiate the host or wafer into the body and blood of - Christ, 


and to offer or sacrifice it, as also to remit and retain sins.* 
* Priests and bishops (says the Tridentine Catechism)® are as 
it were the interpreters and heralds of God, commissioned in 


his name to teach mankind the law of God, and the precepts 


of a christian life; they are the representatives of God upon 

earth.” © They are justly called, not only angels but Gods, 
holding as they do, the place and power, and authority of God 
upon earth.” *'The power of consecrating and offering the 
body and blood of our Lord, and of remitting 8Ins, with which 
the priesthood of the new nw is invested, is 8uch as cannot be 
comprehended by the human mind, ill less is it equalled by 
or aesimilated to any thing on on, 7" Þ 


' 1 De Feeles. militante, cap, 2 


2 Concil, Trid. Sess. XXIH, p. 313-314. | 
5 p. 304. My, | 


| See Cramp's Text book of Popery, p. 301, Note 39. 
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The Sacraments, of which she numbers seven," Rome re- 
gards as exerting their influence by virtue of an intrinsic, mys- 
tic influence (ez opere operato) regardless of the moral quali- 
fication of the 8ubject,* provided no death sin interpose, and 
the priest had the proper intention ; although the recipient's 


8tate of mind may increase or diminish the degree of the bless- 


ing, and proper moral qualifications are enjoined. Says the 
Council of Trent, © If any one shall affirm, that grace is not 
conferred by thesd sacraments of the new aw by their own 
porer (ex opere operato), but that faith in the divine promise 


18 all that is necesary to obtain grace, let him be accursed.”? 


As these sacraments are deemed' essential to salvation,.and can 
be administered only by the priest, (lay baptism excepted), it 
is evident that the entire population must regard their salvation 
as wholly under the control of the priesthood ; and here we . 


"perceive one of the secret springs of that amazing power, 


wielded by Romish |priests over even the, most immoral and 
abandoned papists. | 
As to Justification and the Care of  8ouls, R8me inculcates 


| justification by works. Christ, say her divines, made satisfac- 
- tion only for the natural depravity or inherited sin of man,—for 


the guilt of his personal actions, of his life and conduct, he 
must himself .make satisfaction; and the possibility of king 
it extends into the future world, into purgatory. These works 


1 Romeadds five new sacraments, unknown to Scripture as Such, viz: con- 
| firmation, penance, extreue unction, orders and matrimony. 


2 Romish divines suppose, that grace may be es in two different 
ways, the one by the moral qualifications of the recipient, which is grace ez 


- opere operantis ; the. other is by some supposed mystic influence or virtue of 


the sacrament |itself, which is independent of the moral preparation of the 
recipient.” Thus baptism, say they, regenerates the infant, or bestows grace 


on an idiot. And this is grace ex opere operato. The great Melanchthon thus 


expresses his appreciation of this view of the sacraments. * No language 
can express the amount of abuses which that fanatical opinion of the opus 
operatum, without a good motion in the recipient, has produced in the church.” 
Apology to Conf. A. p. 205, Miller” s ed, 


3 Canon VIII. «$1 quis dixerit, per ipsa nove Legis Sacramenta er opere 
_ operato non conferre gratiam, 8ed solam fidem divine promissionis ad gratiam 
"consequendam sufficere, anathema sit.” Sacrosanctum Concil. Trident. /Þ- 
95, Sess. VII. 
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consist of various external duties, such as attendance at mass, 
confession to a priest, performance of penance prescribed by 
him, obedience to all the injunctions of the church announced 
by the priest, &c. We are justified, 8ay they, not by faith, 
but by the infused righteousness implanted in us by baptigm 
alone,? by the cultivation of which, we perform good warns 
through life, and continue in a justified tate. | 
As to Spiritual Culture in general,'the Romish priest regards 
and treats all baptized persons, yielding external obedience to. 
his directions, as regenerate, as good Catholic christians. He, 
therefore, like the Puseyite, never urges on them the necessity 
of spiritual regeneration or conversion, no matter how striking 
the evidences of their estrangement from God ; hut he simply 
| admonishes them to discharge their duties, or reform their con- 
duct, to appear 8tatedly at the confessional and at mass, to have 
their recent sins forgiven, and to obtain at the hand of the 
priest a continued passport to heaven. 
\\ This 8ystem of Formalism, as a whole, is evidently a moral 
monstrosity,' a gross caricature of the Christianity of the New 
'Testament ; corrupting the pure word of inspiration, robbing 
the laity of their inalienable right to *search the scriptures,” 
investing the fallible and oft corrupt minister with authority 
belonging only to God, 8ubstituting the filthy rags of our own 
morality for the all vovailing righteousness of Christ, thrust- 
ing the priest between the sinner and his Savior, and suspend- 
ing the salvation of man on the pleasure of fallible, corrupt 
priests, instead of the grace of God, his Savior. | 
That the reformers should have ropudianid this entire system 
as a corruption of primitive, apostolical Christianity, was the 
natural result of their fidelity in scriptural investigation, and in 
praying for illumination by the Holy Spirit. And that the en- 
tire Protestant world should, for several centuries, have confirm- 
ed this judgment, is equally natural. But it is no less a mat- 
ter of surprise and regret, that a body of men, claiming to be 
Protestants, should of late years have adopted not only several, 


+ Coneil. Trid. Sess. VI, p.'53. Sacramentum baptismi, quod est $Sacra- + 
mentum fidei, sine qua nulla unquam contigit justificatio. 
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\ but nearly all these perversions of pure Christianity, and yet 


many of them hesitate to pass over to Rome, and openly pro- 


_  fess her name, as they have virtually adopted her creed. 'These 
'persons are principally found in the Episcopal church in Great 


Britain, and our own country, and it cannot be denied that a 
few ministers of other communions, appear to favor 8ome of 
these views. We<shall, however, adduce evidences only from 


the writers of the Episcopal church, where they are known as | 
Puseyites. Hear the author of the celebrated Oxford Tracts." 
* Scripture and 7'radition taken together, are the joint rule of 
faith.” Says Mr. Keble in his sermons,* *Consentient patris- 


tical tradition is the record of that oral teaching of the Apos- 


_tles, which the Holy Spirit inspired.” By this patristic tradi- 


tion, which these Oxford divines extol as an infallible interpre- 
ter of scripture, and test of doctrinal truth, they understand 
the voice of Catholic antiquity, or the voice of the theologians 
of the Nicene age, of the fourth century; and yet a majority 


of them-were at one time deyoted to the Arian heresy. And 
- 8ays Froude, * © Your trumpery principles about scripture be- 


ing the sole rule in fundamentals, I nauseate the word.” 
Stronger language professed Papists themselves could not em- 
ploy. As to the Sacraments, of which the Protestants admit 
but two, these Puseyites restore the old Romish number, oo 
affirm in Tract No. 90,* © "That there are s8even sacraments,” 


and that *the 8acraments and not preaching are the sources 


of divine grace.”® «Justification 18 an imparting of righte- 


: No. 78, p. 2 of the English edition. 2 Sermons (3d ed.) p. 24. 

2 Vol. I. p. 413. 0p. 48. 

5 Advertisement to vol. 1. 

6 The Puseyite doctrine of the re Wen Says Mr. Dennison, «I under- 


$tand to be this : 


I. That man is «made a member of Christ, the child of God, and an in- 
heritor of the kingdom of heaven,” in and by holy Baptism. 
I. That man «made a member of Christ, the child of God, and an inher- 


 itor of the kingdom of heaven,” in and by holy T_—_— is renewed from 


time to time in holy -Communion. 

-IHI. That «a death untosin, and a new birth unto righteousness” is given 
to every adult, and every infant, in and, by the outward visible sign or form 
in Baptism, «water, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
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ousness.”! «Whilst the received doctrine in all ages of the 
church, has been, that by grace we can obey unto justification 
it is the -distinguishing tenet of the school of Luther, that 
through the incurable nature of our corruption we cannot.””? 
As to the Mass, 'Tract No. 10 affirms, **You will honor us 


(the clergy) with a purer honor, as entrusted with the awful 


and mysterious gift of making the bread and wine Christ's . 
body and blood.” Pract 90: *Antiquity continually affirms 
a change in the sacred elements.”* And finally. says Pal- 
mer,* *'The bread and wine are changed by the consecration 
of the priest, and the operation of the Holy Ghost, and be- 
come the very body and blood of our Lord.” «The table is 
properly an'altar, says the British critic, and altars presume a 
propitiatory 8acrifice.”s What more, I ask, could a profess- 
ed Papist 8ay? The  Puseyites advocate the veneration of 
relics,” the invocation of saints,* the belief of purgatory.® 

Again 8ays Froude,”” *'The Reformation was a limb badly 


8et, it must be broken again, in order to be righted.” *Utterly 


reject and anathematise the principle of the Reformation 
as a heresy, with all its forms, sects and denominations,” says 
Palmer." - 'The-number of other equally decided declarations, 
might be augmented to almost any extent. But certainly these 
are sufficient to show that these men are re Romanists in disguise, 


IV. That the gift may be received, in the case of adults, worthily or un- 


 worthily, but that it is always received. 


V. That the body and blood of Christ are given to every one who receives 
the Sacramental Bread and wine. 

VI. That the gift may be received worthily or unworthily, but that it is 
always received. | 

There is no mistaking the meaning of this. It is clear and explicit; but 
wherein it differs from Romanism it would be difficult to tell. 

: Newman's Lecture on Justification, p. 247. | 

2 Thid. p. 68. Ed 3 Tract No. 10, lst ed. p. 4. 

*Ib. p. 73. | 5 Palmer's Letter to a Protestant Catholic, p. 30. 

v. Brit. Crit. July 1841, p. 24. This inference is undoubtedly correct, and 
as Christ is not sacrificed in Protestant churches, the table on which the 8a- 
cramental elements are placed, ovght not to be termed an altar, but a table. 
Altars are not congenial to the spirit of Protestantism, and as the thing was | 
wisely discarded by the reformers, the name also 8hould be dropped. ; 

7 Tract 99, p. 31. * Pusey's Earnest Remonstrance Tracts, vol. 3, p. 22. 

5 Tract 90, p. 25. '* Vol. 1, p. 433. ' Letter to Golightly, p. 9. 


and that if they act consistently, they  must all pass over into 
the fold. of Rome, as 80 many of their number have,already 

_ done. No wonder then that these men stgmatize the doctrine 
[ _ of justification by faith alone as the *f Lutheran heresy,” and | 
- _ that their principal periodical organ, the Britigh Critic, can 


employ such language as the following: * Whether any one 
heresy has ever infested the church, so hateful and unchristian 
as this doctrine (the Lutheran doctrine of justification) it is 
perhaps not necessary to. determine : none certainly has ever 
prevailed 80" 8ubtle and extensively poisxonous. We must 
plainly express our conviction, that a religious heathen, were 
he really to accept the doctrine which Lutheran language ex- | 
Ppresses, 80 far from making any advance, would. sustain a 
heavy loss, in exchanging fundamental truth for fundamental 
| ©. error.” And again, speaking of the Puseyite party, he makes 
this open confession : *We cannot stand where we are; we 
- must go backward or forwards;. and it will surely be the latter. 
As we go'on, we mrust recede more and more from the princi 
ples, if any wich there be, of the English i, Jad-ire 4000 — 
\ which was a continuation of that by Luther. 
| Another phase of Semi-Romanism, more or less.popular in 
continental Europe also, and often combined with Puseyism, 
is denominated Church development. This system regards 
the church as one organic body, and primitive, apostolic Christ- 
ianity as a mere germ or $seminal principle, to be developed 
and. properly matured in the progress of ages. It adopts as 
_ 8uch legitimate additions to biblical  Christianity, various gross 
corruptions, which gained currency in the church in different 
. centuries, and were taught by leading fathers or councils. "This 
is evidently little else than Romish tradition disguised under a 
* new dress, and the more. dangerous, because it is less palpable, 
and is zometimes even combined with pantheistic tendencies. 
This (theory throws an uncertainty about the lineaments of 
Christianity, which opens the door for every species of error 
that designing men may be inclined to adopt, whilst it enables 
the 0 called church Catholic to justify every one of her errors, 


British Critic a P- 391. 
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both doctrinal and ritual. Another gross appendage sometimes 
associated with this theory of development is, that Christ has 
placed himself in some kind of physical connexion or concor- 
poration with the mass of his disciples, the church ; by which 
his body nourishes them-in some mystical manner, through 
the eucharist, and furnishes the germ of their resurrection body, 
It is indeed melancholy to reflect upon these wild and fanciful 
lanovations on our holy religion, and it is not difficult to trace _ 
their origin in the English. churches to the influence of those 
8ubtle Romish theorists, at'whose head is the distinguished au- | 
thor of the *Symbolik,” Dr. MGhler, late. Romish professor 
of "Theology at Tiibingen. 

2. But we must pass on and Sketch a few lineaments of 
the Protestant or spiritual system. | 

Here again we 8hall observe the 8ame specifications, as in 
our characteristic of the Romish or Formal System. In 
regard to the Word of God, Protestants at an early day adopt- 
ed two cardinal principles, whose influence is necesearily felt 
throughout their entire system. 'Dhe first of these was indis- 
solubly interwoven with the history of the Reformation by 
Luther's intrepid avowal of it in the face of imperial and pa- 
pal dignitaries at the diet of Worms, namely, Zhat the Bible 
ts the only infallible rule of faith and practice. In his Smal- 
cald Articles,* written seventeen- years later, (in 153T,) he 
employs this language : *Tt will not answer to construct arti- 
cles of faith out of the declarations or actions of the fathers , 
otherwise we must also make their form of dress, their food 
and dwellings, articles of faith, as men have sported with the 
relics of saints. Put we have another rule, namely, the word 
of God forms our articles of faith, and no one else, not even 
an angel.” "The adherents of the Helvetic Confession ex- 

: Part II, Art. II. p. 303, Muller's ed. Ex patrum enim verbis et factis 
non sunt extruendi articuli fidei, alioquin etiam articulus fidei fieret vietus 
_ eorunm, vestimentorum ratio, : domus, et cet., quemadmodum cum reliquiis 
8anctorum Juserunt. Regulam autem aliam habemus; ut videlicet verbum 
Dei condat articulos fidei, et preterea nemo, ne angelus quidem. 


2 On this 8ubject the Form of Concord is also very explicit, althongh this 
very book was the principal means of robbing the Lutheran church in Ger- 
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pressed themeelves in language fully as-strong, as did also the 


XAXXIX Articles of the Anglican church, and those of the 
Westminster Confession. In short,; the vredernion of the bible 


as the only infallible norm, is universally conceded as the grand 
_ characteristic feature of Protcetantionl ; although Puseyites and 
\ other nominal Protestants have in various indirect ways endea- 
vored, perhaps unconsciously, to undermine it. "The other 


cardinal principle is, that the word of God is the chief means 


of grace,* in connexion with the faithful preaching, hearing, 


or reading of which, the Holy Spirit exerts his nckining, 
converting and sanctiſying influences on the hearts of 8Inners 
individually, when and where he sees a moral fitness to receive 


his blessing.* The truths of God's word are addressed to sin- 
ners in three different ways; orally from the pulpit, $criptu- 
rally in the declarations of the written word, and &ymbolically 
in the two sacraments of the New i gemont. The influence 


of the Spirit always accompanies that of the word, and 80 ful- 
ly coincides with it, that they cannot be 8eparately distinguished. 
As to the Church of Christ, Protestants regard it as -a di- 


binely instituted, collective -or aggregate association® (not one 


consolidated corporate body), consisting of all those through- 


out the earth, both ministers and laity, who professing to have 


yielded to the influence of the truth and Spirit, avow faith in 
Christ,* and are azs0ciated for the purpose of mutual instruc- 


many of her Protestant liberty in the use of the Bible. Part I. $1. «We 
© believe, profess and teach, that the only rule and square (regulam et nor- 


mam) according to which all doctrines -and teachers ought to be valued and 
judged, is none other than the prophetic and apostolic scriptures of the OId 


and New Testament. "oe 


1 « Verbum Dei est medium $alutis ellenrieimum, quippe cujus vis et effi- 
eacia non est tantum objectiva, sed etiam effectiva.” Hollazii Examen The- 
ologicum, vol. II, p. 452. | | 

2 Augsburg Conſession Art. V. «Nam per verbum et sacramenta, tanquam 
per instrumenta, donatur Spiritus sanctus, qui fide efficit ubi ef quando vis- 


gum est Deo.” «For by the word and sacraments, as means, the Holy Spirit 


is given, who produces faith when and where God sees at.” 
3 The very terms by which the chnrch is designated in the Old and New 


Testament (SP exxay5a) are appellative, and IT any other col- 


tection or assembly of persons, as well as the church. 
4 Union with Christ, by a living faith, 1s the basis of union with the church. 


GB 


ID 


tion, edification and supervision, together with their children, 
into different local 8ocieties, each of which is entrusted by Christ 
with the appointment of its officers, and the administration of 
the ordinances, privileges and duties of his kingdom,? and to 
every worthy mertiber of which the Savior has promised, and 
actually bestows his Spirit, with- every needful grace, not by 
any mystic influence, but in the faithful and 8criptural use of 
the means.*? Within this church are ordinarily found all 
those who constitute his true invisible charch, being actually 
united to him by a living faith.® As the church consists of 
mdmdual believers, who are not permanent on earth, but con- 


8antly passing from grace to glory; she can be the depoeitory of 


no other grace than that contained in the hearts of her members. 
Yet, as Christ has bestowed on her certaia permanent means 
of grace, these may properly be regarded, not indeed as. the 
depositories of any mystic, gracious influence, but as the per- 
manent channels through which the Head of the church be- 
Stows his grace from day to day to individual believers. Thus 
every member of the church, which is Christ's spiritual body, 
sfands in-constant, direct, spiritual connexion with Christ, the- 
head, and in incessant dependence on him. 'The difference . 
between the Romish and Protestant idea of the church, may 
be clearly characterized by a single feature of antithesis. Ac- 
cording to Rome, the 8inner gains access to Christ through the 
church ;- but according to Protestants, he gains access to the | 


__ church through Christ (that 1 is, by faith in him). According 


: «Obwohl als Stand eingesetzt (says Hase) von Gott, geht doch alle Ge- 


walt des Priesterthums: von der Gemeinde aus. Hierdurch ist die katholische 


Vorstellung des Priesterthums verworfen, als eines nothwendigen Mittleram- 
tes zwischen Christo und der Gemeinde, und der alt-christliche Gedanke 


eines allgemeinen Priesterthums der Christenheit, wieder anerkannt.” Hut- - 


terus Redivivus, p. 318. 

2 The Augsburg Confession thus defines the church : Est autem ecclesia 
congregatio sanctorum, in qua evangelium recte COcotur, et recte administran- 
tur sacramenta. Art. VII. 

3 Luther says : Ich glaube dasz eine heilige Christhehe Kirche $ei_ auf 
Erden, Das ist die Gemeinde und Zahl oder Versammlung aller Christen in 
aller Welt, die einge Braut Christi und sein geistlicher Leib.” «Die Idee 
der Kirche-ist im protestantischen Sinne die einer zwar ausserlichen (nicht 


| blos die unsichtbare, ja die unsichtbare Kirche wurde nur innerhalb der 
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to the former he makes a profession of religion before he pos- 


8e88cs8 it; in the latter he must possess religion before he pro- 
fesses to do 80. Into the one church. he is received unconvert- | 


ed, in order that he may, by baptism, have his natural deprav-_ 


ity forgiven for Christ's sake, and then make satisfaction for 


| his personal 8ins by penance, and merit his salvation under 
the guidance of the priests; into the other he is not received 


until the Holy Spirit has enlightened his mind, and wrought 
faith in him, through the word and ordinances of the church, 
and when he *believes in the Lord Jesus Christ with all his 


| heart,” (Acts 8: 37,) he *may be baptized, ” and thus be add- 
. ed to the church (together with his children, to whom also the 
\ promises of the gospel are given) and be admitted to all the. 


privileges of a christian; | 
The Ministry Protestants regard, not as a distinct order, 


perpetuated by apostolical success1on, and serving as channels 


for certain mystic inflaences; but as a divinely appointed of- 


 ficein the church, whose incumbents, are appointed by the - 


_ church, and ablicty recognized (ordained) by the existing 
ministry as her agents, to preach the word, and dispense the 
Sacraments. In connexion with these various means of grace, 
the Holy Spirit bestows his gracious influences, producing faith 


anda sente of pardoned sin, when and where he sees a moral 
- fitness, without the ministers interposing, except to publish the 
- plan of 8alvation fo seeking sinners, and the promises of God's 


word to all true penitents. 'The Romish 8ystem, interposes 


, the priest between Christ and the believer, and supposes bim 
to obtain pardon, not from God directly, but mediately through 


8ichtbaren gedacht), aber nur fur innere Zwecke, mit geistigen Mitteln, un- 
ter einem himmlischen Haupte—ſerner die einer gottlichen Ordnung, jedoch 
freier, 80 dass nur Mittel der Ueberzeugung dargeboten werden—endlich eine 
Tragerin des gottlichen Geistes, aber 80, dass derselbe nicht in sie magisch, 
8ubstantiell gelegt worden ei, 8ondern sich den Empfanglichen mittheile 
durch Gottes Wort und das Sacrament.” Baumgarten Crusius* Dogmenges- 
chichte, I, p. 432-3. Gerhard defines the church as «Caetus hominum per. 
predicationem verbi et administrationem sacramentorum, ex mundo ad reg- 


"num Dei vocatorum, in quo coetu $sunt electi juxta pranotationem _, 


quibus. sunt mixti non sancti, 8ed tamen eandem OOOTIOSs profitentes.” 
Tom: V, p. 515. 


1 


the pretajaded: 8ﬆn forgiving power of the priest; whilat the 
advocate of Protestantism points the einner directly to his God 
who alone: can forgive sin, and bids him ask of him pardon 
and grace to help in every time of need, assured that Christ 
has neither forsaken his church, nor confided the Judicial ad- 
ministration of eternal interests to fallible and oft polluted 
hands. | ad | | | 
'ThegSacraments, that is, baptism and the eucharist, accord- 

ing to the Protestant system, have the 8ame intrinsic adaptation 
and efficacy which belong to other means instituted by God, 
and are slflicient by the divine appointment and the Spirit's 
to communicate the blessings they were designed to. 
convey, When properly received, when'partaken of with a-mor- 
al fitness br receptivity for those blessings; but they fail to ef-_ 
fect the end, like the preached or written truth, when not re- 
ceived in | a proper frame of mind. 'The Protestant system 
makes the sacraments exhibitions of divine truth, and thus 
means: of | grace, whilst that of Rome gives them an ez opere 
operato influence, as indispensable channels of divine grace. 


influence 


_  'Fhe latter leads men to place more dependance on outward 


ordinances, and-on the ritual accuracy of their administration, 
than on the spiritual qualifications of the recipient's heart, and 
the truths|they represent. It leads the believer to the priest as 

a mediator between him and God, instead of 8ending him di- 
_ rectly and boldly to the throne of grace, that he may obtain 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” 

F nally, as to the Justi/ication of the 8inner before God, and 
the spiritual Care of his sout by the minister, the Proveatatl | 
8ystem makes his pardon a forensic and instantaneous act of © 
God, by. which.the believing sinner is released from the penal- 
ty of the divine law, and. declared to be entitled to heaven, 
purely in coneideration of the merits and atonement of Christ. 

'Dhis doctrine Luther characterized as the cardinal doctrine, | 
by which the church must 8tand or fall (articulus stantis vel _ 
cadentis ecclesice), and it is indubitably the doctrine, which 
- above all others, diffuses its pure and spiritual light over the 
whote field of Chriztian theology. It tends to cultivate an el- 
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_ evated, pure and gpiritual piety, as far removed from the phar- 


isaic, mercenary, and practically immoral religion of Rome on 
the one hand, as from the theoretical irresponsibility, and the 


avowed impurity of the Antinomian theology 6n the other. 


'This Protestant doctrine of salvation by grace, tends to keep 
the sinner clothed in humility at the foot of the cross, and yet 
elevates to the highest possible degree, his views of the bound- 
less goodness, of the infinite holiness and glory of God# _ 
As to the Spiritual Culture of souls or Pastoral Care, whilst 


the Romish and. Puseyite system: ties the sinner to the] car of 


the priests, and makes him dependent on his blind guides; who 
inculcate a religion of mere forms, and delude him with the 


| hope of certain salvation through these outward performances; 


the Protestant minister feels, that his perpetual vocation is to 


Point the 8inner to his crucified Redeemer, to regard and rep-. 


resent all men as by nature and practice sinners, and enemies 
of God, whether they attend on the outward ordinances or | 
not, whether they are baptized or not, until they exhibit evi- 


_ dence of being born of the Spirit” as well as of « water,” 


until they perform *works meet for repentance.” Accordingly, 
in all his intercourse with them, as well as itt his public nin- 
istrations, he divides his congregation into two classes, into 


_ 8aints and sinners, into converted and unconverted. He dwells 
much on the evidences of regeneration, as consisting both in 


an internal change in the soul, a change of the habitual views, 
feelings and purposes of the mind, and in a correspondent, 


entire change of life and conversation. He urges all to regard 


themselves as unregenerate, unless they are conscious of this 
inward change, and find their life exhibiting the fruits of the 
Spirit, so that old things have passed away, and *behold all 
things have become new” unto them. The Romish or Pu- 
Seyite priest need have but little concern for the safety of his 


flock, 80 long as they all attend on the outward ordinances with. 


8eriousness; for then they are all, in his judgment, regenerate 
children of God. But the Protestant minister knows, on the 


testimony of his divine Redeemer, that. all who are *born of 


the flesh”” are flesh, or sinful, and that unless they are *born 


19 
_ again of the water and of the Spirit,” they cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God. He urges them, therefore, to flee from 
the wrath to come, to be faithful in the use of the divinely ap- 
pointed external means, and to be importunate at the throne of 
grace for the converting and sanctifying influences of the Holy 
Spirit. He watches the spiritual condition of each member 
of his. charge, he rejoices in every evidence of the work of the 
Spirit in a single individual, and when it pleases God to pour 
out his Spirit upon his flock in general, and to grant a pente-__ 
costal season of revival, he regards it as the highest honor, as 
well as favor, which the great Head of the church bestows on 
his faithful servants in the present life. 

Such are the features of these two antagonist versions of 
Christianity.. We must now briefly recount the evidence 

Il. That the former is not, and the latter is, ' the Christi- 
anity of the Bible. 

1. 'Vhis is evident from the fact, easily eatabliched, 

That the Bible is, as Protestants allege, te areffloiecid and 
only infallible rule of faith and practice, in opposition to all 
additions, whether under the name of Romis/h traditions, or 
its Puseyite 8ynonym, church development, and also, that 
it is the principal means of grace. | 

As Romanists and Puseyites professedly admit, that the bible 
is an infallible rule of faith and practice, we need not adduce 

Proof of the fact. But as they virtually retract this concession, 
and make the word of God of none effect by their traditions, 
it behooves us to meet them on this ground; and demonstrate 
the sufficiency and exclusive claims of the inspired volume. 

It is a dictate of reason, that if inspiration from God was 
Tequisite at all, to teach and confer reliability on the doctrines 
contained in revelation, then the unaided powers of man were 
insufficient for this purpose. And if they were insufficient to 
| teach those doctrines, how should they suffice for . others, if 
God deemed others necessary for us? If, therefore, the devel- 
oped views of 8ubsequent ages had been designed as a supple- 
' ment to the apostolic instructions, God would doubiless have 
provided an inspired record of them. We might with equal 


A) 


propriety have been left to learn the teachings of the apostles 
from uninspired tradition, as those of subsequent ages. -But 
we know of no inspired teachers in the post-apostolic ages, 
either in the Nicene era or any other, and therefore must repu- 
diate all 8ich additions to the word of God. | 
It is natural to 8uppose that if God favored us with a reve- 
lation, it would contain all that is necessary to its recipients for 
8alvation. It is equally evident, that to accomplish its end, a 
revelation must benntelligible. It will not be denied that the 
oral instructions of the apostles were intelligible to their hear: 
ers, and that those same instructions, recorded by the apostles 
| lives, and sent in their epistles to distant churches, were 
Jntelligible to their primitive readers. What rational ground 
is there, therefore, to doubt their intelligibility to us, if ac- 
quainted | with their language and the various geographical, 
historical and other archeological circumstances, to which they 
ſrequently allude? 'Phese books are, moreover, addressed to . 
all christians promiscuously, and not to ministers exclusively ; 
i hence the apostles must hate believed them intelligible. 'The 
apostle Paul calls upon his 'Theszalovian brethren, (1 Thess. 
\S: 21.) to ©prove all things.” 'The beloved John directs his 
_disciples to try the spirits”” (1 John 4: 1.). 'The Bereans 
- were applauded by Paul for testing even his apostolic instruc- 
tions by the scriptures, and the divine Master himself com- 
 mands us to *search the scriptures.” "Phe duty. of exercising 
our private judgment on all subjects of a religious nature, 
8ubjects especially taught us in 8cripture, is strongly inculcated _ 
by Paul. ©So then, every one of us shall give an account of 
humself to God.” (Rom. 12: 14.) Consequently the obliga- 
tion rests on &very one of us, to 8earch the scriplures prayer- 
fully and diligently, that we may hope for that *eternal life 
which is in them ;” and the church of Rome is found fighting 
_ against God, by prohibiting the use of his word to her men- 
bers,! as are the Puseyites also, and all others who corrupt the 
Purity of the gospel by humdn additions or theories. 
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1 «Pius VII, writing to the archbishop of Gnezn in 1816, calls the Bible 
Society **a most crafty device, by which the very foundations of religion are +. 
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But the 8ufficiency and infallibility of scriptures, as well as 
the exclusiveness of their title to this character, are unequivo- 
cally taught. What other doctrine can be extracted from the 
- declaration of Paul to Timothy: *From a child thou hast 
known the holy ecriptures, which are able to make thee wise 
unto salvation ;” or from his monitory denunciation address- 
ed to the Galatians : © Though we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed.”? And at the close 
of the Revelation of St. John, we have the fearful judgment 
denounced against all who *add to,” or *take from” that 
book, and by parity of. reason, from any other book of the 
Christian Scriptures, *Zhat God will take away their part out. 
of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the 
things which are written in this book.” 
| How criminal and destructive to the purity of the Christian 
religion, is the conduct of the Romisk church, which presumes 
to supply pretended deficiencies in the wool of God, by the 
addition of "Pradition, and to decide on its import by her own- 
action, together with the fabled unanimous consent'of the fa- 
thers! As to oral tradition or transmission of the sayings of 
Christ or his apostles, for eighteen hundred years, the very 
idea is absurd. How many facts have. been handed down to 
us from the days of Christopher Columbus, concerning the 
condition - of the aborigines of our land, beside what is con- 

tained in books? Probably not a single fact or event. And 
if three and a half centuries have thus obliterated all traces of | 


undermined, a pestilence and defilement of the faith, most imminently dan- 
_ gerous to. s8ouls,” Leo XII, in 1824, speaking of the ame institution, says : 
«It strolls with effrontery throughout the world, contemning the traditions of 
the holy Fathers, and contrary to the well known decree of the council of 
Trent, labors with all its might, and by every means, to translate, or rather 
to pervert the holy Bible into the vulgar languages of every nation ; from 
| which proceeding it is greatly to be feared, that what_is ascertained to:-have 
happened to s0me passages, may also occur with regard to others, to wit : 
that by a perverse interpretation, the gospel of Christ be turned into a human *' 
gospel, or what is still worse, into the gospel of the devil.” See Eneyclical 
Letter of Pope Leo X11, and also Craimp's Text book of _ p. 60. 


1 Tim.|3: 15. 2 Gal. 1: 1s. 3 Rev. 19, 
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oral tradition on sUbjects 80 interesting to the parties themselves, 


how should similar traditions survive eighteen centuries? 
What single fact or sentiment do we know, except what 1s con- 


_ tained in the writings of antiquity, concerning Julius Cw£sar, 
or of Augustus, or Nero, who lived in the same century with 
_ Christ? Absolutely nothing at all. But .passing along the 
| 8tream of time, do not some events reach us by oral tradition 


from the succeeding centuries? Do we know nothing through 
this source, concerning 'T'rajan, or Marcus Antoninus, or of 
Constantine the Great in the fourth century; or of Charle- 
magne in the eighth ? or of the first discovery of this country 
by the Northmen in the tenth century? of William the Con- 
querer in the eleventh? of Wicktiffe in the fourteenth? Nay 
even of the immortal Luther kimself, although no uninspired 
man ever arrested more general attention, or retained it more 
conslantly ; is there anything known to us by mete oral tradi- 
tion concerning his opinions and actions, beyond what is found 
on record?* Tam not aware of a single item of the kind. 
How puerile, therefore, the folly of Romish pretence to the 
Pos8e88ion of any . information concerning Christ and his 
apostles? As to written traditions or reports concerning their 


- doctrines and actions, found in the Apocryphal books of the 


New 'Testament, and writings of some early fathers ; they are 


as perfectly accessible to Protestants as to Romanists, and are 


confessedly of not the least value. 'The 80 called unanimous 
consent of the fathers, which Papal authors 80 much laud, is a 


- figment of the imagination ; for it cannot be 8uccessfully de- 


nied, that the ancient fathers differ from each other fully as 
much as the 8ame number of modern - prominent divines of 
evangelical churches: Of what value then can be this tradi- 


_ tive interpretation of scripture, when every diversity of doc- 
'trine can be proved by it? The idea that the general or Ecu- 


Of the uncertainty of oral tradition, the Mensalia or Table talk of Luther 


affords a striking 1il!ustration. Its contents were entrusted to oral transmis- 


sion only about twenty years; yet who that is acquainted with the genuine 


= Publications of Luther, can fail to detect much that is spurious in that sin- 


gular production? (It was first published in 1566, by John Aurifaber.) 
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menical councils of the church afford - a correct and reliable 
rule of truth, or of scriptural interpretation, is likewise a 8pe- 
cious illusion, which must vanish before an impartial know- 
ledge of their constituency and action. If those councils had 
fairly represented the sentiments of great bodies of enlighten- 
ed and truly pious churches, they would be worthy of higher 
consideration on those points in which they harmonize, though 
they would till be fallible ; but this, in moet instances, they 
did not. |Of the piety belonging to the members of the Ro- 
mish council - off Constance, in the fifteenth century, if the 
flames which consumed He and Jerome did not sufficiently 
illustrate it, you can' form a judgment from the fact of well 
Attested history, that they brought with them three hundred 
and ten musicians and fidlers, two hundred cooks, 8eventy-five 
confectioners, and fifteen hundred prostitutes!* "Phe celebra- 
ted council-of Nice, A.'D. 325, the first general council called 
| by imperial order, was not only at one period of its session 
srongly inclined to favor Arianizm ; but its members were on 
the point |of enjoining the celibacy .of the clergy, and could 
be restrained only by the influence of the pious and venerable 
one-eyed Paphnutius, who was listened to the more cheerful- 
ly, because he had all his life lived in celibacy himself. The 
number of ministers . constituting the earlier councils, was 
moreover not 80 respectable as to inspire much confidence. - 
That of Nice in A. D. 325, consisted of from two hundred 
and fiſty to three hundred ministers, that of Constantinople in 
381, embraced one hundred and fifty, and that of Ephesus, in 
431, comprised two hundred !* How 8mall a number, compa- 
red to the| millions of true believers in the church universal ! 
Neither the numerical nor moral constituency of these coun- 
cils, therefore, entitles them to any deference as to infallibility, 
and of miraculous guidance, no Protestant can even entertain 
the bes. | | ”_” = 

Equally nugatory is the opinion of the Tractarian or Pusey- 
1 See Fuh{man's Handworterbuch, vol. Ls p 559, | 

? Idera I, P- 217. 
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ite divines of England and their allies in Germany and Amer- 


ica, who talk learnedly about the Catholic voice antiquity, 


and point especially to the church of the Nicene age and the 


century following. You have already heard, that even in the 


celebrated council of Nice, there was far fronr being a unanim- 
ity; and the difference related to the essential equality of the 
Son of God with the Father, a point universally admitted by 
all orthodox churches of the present age. That consiliar as- 


sembly was, therefore, less unanimous than the different evan- 
gelical denominations of our day; Of the sentiments of those 
early divines in general, we have comparatively a very imper- 
fect representation in the writers extant. It is estimated, that 


in the fourth or Nicene century, the entire christian Church, 
FEast and West, numbered about 30,000 ministers. Admitting 
three generations of them in the century, we have about 90,- 


000 clergy. Now of all these, we have left the writings of 


oaly about fifteen, or at most, twenty; and these were not de- 
puted to speak for any but themselves. | Hence we know the 


. opinions of only twenty out of 90,000 ministers, and these 
conflicting on a multitude of doctrines. Yet in endeavoring 


to follow'the sentiments of these few writers, the 'Tractarians 


 Profess or imagine themselves to be following the voice of the 


great mass of divines of that century, yea the voice of © Cath- 
olic Antiquity!” "That the church in these two centuries ex- 
hibited as great a diversity of sentiment as in any other, and is 


as little capable of serving as our guide, is demonstrated by 


the long list of  controversies which make up her history, viz : 
those of the Arians, Semiarians, Origenists, Eusebians, Hom- 


oiousians, Apollinarians, Anthropomorphites, Messalians or 


Euchites, Manicheans, Eustathians, Photinians, Macedonians, 


Meletians, Luciferians and Donatists, in the fourth century; 
and in the fifth the Pelagians, Semipelagians, Nestorians, Eu-. 


tychians, Donatists, Novatians, the Acephali, Monophysites, 
Jacobites, 'Pheopaschites, Predestinarians, and others of minor 
note. Many of these sects' were denounced by particular syn- 
ods or councils as: heretics; yet they grew up in the church, 
and were the cause-of much agitation in It. 
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In short, would we form an impartial ,estimate of the aid to 


| be afforded. us by the interpretations of others, either ancient 
or modern, in our biblical investigations, we must regulate our 


Judgment by the acknowledged maxims of uninspired exege- 


8s. As the Bible, though a revelation from heaven, is written 


in the language of men, it must be interpreted like aſhes works. 
Take, for example, the Constitution of the United States ;— 

those clauges in it—and they conslitute a large part of the 
whole—which all interpret alike, are regarded as fully under- 
stood, and the provisions whigh all find in them, are received 
as certainly taught. The few which are differently interpre- 
ted, 8uch as'the extent of power conceded to Congress for in- 
ternal ma a a tariff for protection, &c., are less cer- 


tain, and N open for discussion. 'Thus also those doctrines, 


duties and| facts, which all enlightened and pious christians, 
having full access'to the word of God agree in finding there, 


| may be regarded” as the undisputed and undisputable teachings 
_ of Scripture, and those on which they differ, as less clearly 


revealed, and as disputed. If the 8ame norm be applied to 
the disputed doctrines, it would of course afford only a proba- 
bility in fayor of one or other 8ectarian peculiarity, a probabil- 
ity proportionate to the majority of enlightened bible christians, 
who have declared in its favor. This test cannot be applied 
to christians of all periods; for after the lapse of some centu- 


, ries, the bi le was a Sealed book, and was not accessible to the 


laity generally, until the world was blessed with the art of _ 
printing, to furnish the book of God, and the Reformation gave - 
liberty to use it. . In estimating this majority, the: Romish 
_ church is of course excluded, as her laity and clergy have not 


free access to the bible. 'Thogse Protestant countries only can 


be fairly included, which tolerate unrestricted dissent from the 
extabliched church, and more especially those in which no 


church is legally established, and all denominations enjoy 


_ equality of rights and patronage, as in the United States. Ac- 


cording to this criterion the early councils, though their prox- 

imity to the apostles affords them some advantage, were, from 

the paucity of their members, but imperfect tests of the gener- 
| | 4 ; F 
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al sentiment of the church, though the best we possess of that 


_ period. 'Phe councils of later periods down to the Reforma- 


tion, are almost wholly worthless, on account of the corruption 
of the Romish church, and her suppression of the bible. 'The 
views of the Reformers begin a new era of impartial, scriptural 


_ Investigation, though at first Jaboring under many disadvan- 


tages. But the united testimony of all truly pious Protestant 


_christians in Europe, and especially in the United States, pro- 
claims the true. Catholic voice of Christianity, on the -doc- 


trines of God's Holy Word, a voice far more to be relied on 


[than the decrees of any council. or synod ever held, because 


embracing the testimony of ten thousand times more indepen-. 
dent witnesses than any council ever did. From all this it is 
evident, that on Protestant principles, the bible being received. 
as the infallible and sufficient rule of faith and practice, there 
is more light to be obtained in the interpretation of scripture 
from the judgment of the present evangelical Christendom, 


than from the voice of Catholic antiquity in the Nicene or any 


other age, especially on the doctrinal portions, which depend, 
not on extraneous archeological references for their meaning, 


_ but on the general laws of language, which are the same in 
all ages and all tongues. 


Finally, that the word of God i is also the chief means of 
grace, is evident as well from the Savior's Commission as 
from other portions of the sacred volume. It is, therefore, 
not secondary to the sacraments, as Romanists contend. 

«Go ye into all the world, says the Savior, and preach the 
gospel to every creature; he that believeth and is baptized, 
hall be saved, and he that believeth not shall be - damned.” 
Here preaching the *gospel,” the truths of God's word, is 


- placed foremost in the list of instrumentalities, and baptism is 
'only appended as a rite to be performed after the Holy Spirit, 
| through the preached - word, has wrought faith in the hearer's 


80ul. But faith presupposes regeneration. Hence, as truth. is 


- the instrumentality employed by the Holy Spirit in the pro- 


duction of regeneration and faith, and as baptism is to be add- 
ed after the great moral change, conversion, has been effected 
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in adults, it follows that the truth or word is the grand and 
principal means of grace, and not secondary to baptism. 

In other passages the mission of the apostles is characterized 
as a mission to preach, and baptiszm is not even named at all. 
Jesus ordained the twelve, we are told, that they might be 
with him, and that he might send them forth to preach, &c.z 
Mark 3: 14, 15. And Paul even thanks God, in his epistle 
to the Corinthians,? that he had baptized none of them ave 
Crispus and Gaius, and adds: «For Christ 8ent me, not to 
baptise, but to preach the gospel.” Paul, therefore, certainly 
regarded preaching as far more important than baptism. Of 
_ the apostles, Luke informs us, they daily in the temple and in . 
every house, ceased rept to track and to preach Jesus Christ. 
Acts 5: 41, 42. And in order to gain more time for their 
great work, they appointed deacons to attend at tables, that they 
might give themsel ves *continually to prayer and the minis- 
wry of the Word,” but they s8ay nothing of baptizgm and the 
Lord's supper. Paul expressly tells the Romans (10 : 13-15.) 
that faith comes by hearing (not by baptism); and to the Co- 
_ rinthians he 8ays, *For in Christ Jesus I have begotten you, 
through the gospel. 1 Cor. 4:.15. We are regenerated by | 
| the incorruptible. *seed of the word.”* We are sanctified by 
-_ oo truth.” In short, our call,” our convictions,* regenera- 
tion, our faith, our manidcetion, 5 our preservation® and salva- 
tion,” are/all produced by the wage or truth, and it must be 
the grand| means of grace, as affirmed by Protestants.* Bap- 


tism is indeed. an ordinance of great importance, the neglect 


of which is - highly criminal, and when intentional, involves 
the loss-of the soul. It is important as the initiatory rite 8ecu- 


_ ring the pj leges of Monger ih the viewie church, it is 
> 14-17. 
o 1 Peter 1: 23, LukeS8: 4, 11, 15. Here the whole process of 
convey is described, and the grand. instrumentality is the word or seed, 


fllable is said of baptism. Also James 1 : 18. 

| 4 Jer. 23; 29. S$ John 17: 17: 6 Ps8alm 119: 11. 

5 Verbum Dei est medium salutis efficactsstmum, quippe 
cujus vis hon est tantum objectiva, sed etiam effectiva. , Hollazii Theol. Dog. 
II. p. 452. | 


i 


important on account of the fandamental truths which it 8ym- 
bolically inculcates, namely the depravity of man, and neces- 
| sity of the purifying influences of the Holy Ghoat ; and 1t 1s 
4 © important as an appointed means for the gracious influences of 
ES | the Spirit, and where there is a moral qualification, als for the 
ER |. pardon of 8in. But it is the word of God, as we have fully 
proved, and not baptism, which is the principal means for the 
awakening, conversion and sanctification of the soul. 
2. That the Romish 8ystem is not, and the Protestant 
J Syslem is the Christianity of the Bible, is evident when we 
| Li examine their several views of the ohurok of Christ on earth. 
71] 1) The church of Christ is not, as Romanists affirm, one 
| - visible, closely compacted organic body, under one visible 
head, with a graduated hierarchy, pledged to implicit obedi- 
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193 = __ ence; | but all lotal churches are, jure divino, of equal rank, 
Ss j- 1 each one possessing entire Juriodiction over itself, and the 
ilk || churchof Chriat embracing and consisting of them all. 


| 7:2 20808 To the important queetion, what is the church, let the apos- 
tt © tle Paul himself furnish the reply. Paul, (ﬆays he) unto te 
=_ =: - church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are 8anctified 
|: in Chrizt Jesus, called to be eaints, and to all in every place, 
that call upon'the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.”* It con- 
8ists of those in every place, who are called through the g08- 
pel to be saints, and who profess to be 80, that is, who call 
_ upon, profess, the name. of our Lord. Or, as the Augsburg 
| F  _._ Confession correctly 8tates : *the one holy church is the con- 
149 -  gregation of 8aints; nevertheless, in this life, many hypocrites 
i and wicked men are mingled with them.”* 'That the differ- 
_ ent local as8emblies of these professed believers, are all inte- 
_ gral parts of the church universal, each having, by divine ap- 
 pointment, all the powers necessary to self-government, inde- 
| 069 te gant of all others, Is proclaimed alike by the word of God 


| x 11 Cor. 1: 2. See also Heb. 12: 23; Col. 1: 18, 24; and for the invisi- 
| ble chweh general, Rom. 16: 23; 1 Cor. I2: 18; 1 Cor. I2 : 12, 13; Eph. 
2:20. 


2 Una, sancta ecclesia est congregatio 2xnctorum; tamen, in hac vita, mul- 
Ui hypocrite et mali admixti sint. Art, VII: VI. 
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and the testimony of early history. "The testimony of scrip- 


ture on this 8ubject, is negative. It consists in the entire ab- 


gence of any traces either of stated connexion or subordination 


between the different churches or congregations. Nor can it | 
be-said there was no time for the ' apostles to organize the 
churches into one body, or that the number of churches was 
80 zmall as to furnish 'no occasion or material for 8uch organi- 


zation. Some of the apostles labored about half a century 
after the church was founded, and the pron of churches 
organized before the death of John, near t 

tury, must have been larger than that embraced i in any denom- 
ination in our country. Luke does indeed describe one advt- 


80ry council held at Jerusalem, and this ex mple sanctionssuch 
synodical meetings, as often as found useful, which, in our 


church, is once a year. Yet, it should ever bo remembered, 
that the stated and fixed coihblaution of any number of chared 
es into 8uch a body, is of human. origin, and can never confer 
on 8uch bodies or denominations, any powers not inherently 
possessed by each local church ; unless we adopt the absurdity 
that the church as organized by fallible men, is more perfect 
than the inspired apostolic model! | 

"The tes imony of early history, as to the primitive indepen- 
dence of each local church, is very decided. Although, says 
Dr. Mosheim, all the churches were in.the first age of Chris- 


tianity united togethet i in one common bond of faith and love, _ 


and were in every respect ready to promote the interest and 
welfare of each other, by a reciprocal interchange of good offi- 
ces, yet with regard to government and internal economy, every 
individual church considered itself, as an independent commu- 
nity, none. of them ever looking beyond the circle of its own 
members for agsistance, or recognizing any sort of external in- 
fluence or authority.” That respectable Episcopal historian, 
Wadington, expressly testifies that, *every church (in the 
_ first century) was essentially independent of every other, 
* Mosheim de Rebus Christianorum, Scc. 1. $ 48. Coleman's vriniitive 


church, p. 49. See also Mosheim's Eccles. I Murdock edit. vel. I. 
p. 86, 142. | | 


e close of the cen-. 
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The churches, thus constituted and regulated, formed a sort of 
ſederative body of independent religious communities, dis- 
persed gbrough the greater part of the Roman empire, in con- 
 tinual communication, and in constant harmony with each 
other.” In sbort, onch church was a little republic,* govern- 
ed on republican principles, a 'system well calculated to foster 
Civil as well as religious liberty. We might add the testimony 
of the greatest modern ecclesiastical historian of our age, Ne- 
ander; but it is superfluous, as the fact is generally conceded, 
_even by the most respectable Episcopal authorities. Of os, 
we select as representative of that entire class of writers, the 
distinguished Archbishop of Dublin, Dr. Whately, who in his 
Es8ays on the Kingdom of Christ, employs this explicit lan- 
guage:* *TIt seems plainly to "Wa been at least the general, 
_ If not the universal practice of the apoxtles, to appoint over 
each separate church, a single individual as the chief Governor 
_ under the title of Angel, ?? (1. e. Messenger, or Legate from 
_ the Apoxtles) or «bishop,” i. e. Superintendent or Overseer. 
A church and a diocese s8eem to have been for a considerable 
time co-extensive and identical. And each church or diocese 
_ (and consequently each superintendent) though connected with 
the rest*by ties of faith, and hope, and charity, seems to have 
- - TtLEEecles. History, p. 43. | 

2 «Several years before the American Revolution, there was near the house 
of Mr. Jetferson, in Virginia, a church which was governed on congregation- 
al principles, and whose monthly meetings he often attended. Being asked 
how he was pleased with the church government, he replied, that it had 
struck him with great force, and interested him very much ;. that he consid- 
ered it the only pure form of democracy that then existed in the world, and 
had concluded that it would be the best plan of government for the Ameri- 
can colonies.” See Tncyclopedin of Relig. — art. Congregation- 
alists, 

The same republican tendencies of niinieteridl parity and tera 
elections, is acknowledged by Blackwood's Magazine, a decided advocate of 
| Toryism in church and state. *The anomaly of a popularly elected church, 

_ and a hereditary monarchy, cannot co-exist in the same country.” Again,. 

_ ««If the cause of universal suffrage is triumphant in the church, how is it to 

| be resisted in the State ??? Vol. XI. No.6. Art. Non-intrusion Question. If 
8uch then be the influence: of ' Episcopacy, how much more prejudicial must 


0 influence of Romanism be to our civil hberties. 
3 p. 136-137... | = 


| heen (as has already been observed) perſectly independent as 
far as regards any power of control. 'The plan of the apos- 
tles seems to have been, to establish a great number of small 
(in comparison with most modern churches) distinct and inde- 
pendent communities, each governed by its own single bishop; 


__ consulting, no doubt, with his own Presbyters, and accustomed 


to act in concurrence with them, and occasionally conferring 
with the brethren in other olinjebion but owing no submission 
to the rulers of any other charch, or to _y central common 
authority, except the apostles thenetves." This testimony is 
valid ſor the original independence of each congregation ; but 
it cannot be proved from scripture, that of the several ministers 
(all 8ometimes called elders, and sometimes bishops) whom 
the apostles appointed in every city or place where they organ- 
1zed a church, one was appointed-as chief or overseer over the 
others. . It was not until after the apostolic age, that we find 
evidence of this fact, and then this overseeing minister was at 
first 8imply a chairman, or moderator, being merely primus in- 
ter pares. Epliopany in its diocesan acceptation, was the 
gradual growth of later years. 'There is no trace of tated 
8ynods or councils until the middle of the 8econd century, and 
the council of Nice itself, in the fourth century, rests the gig- 
nity and authority even of the metropolitan bishops of Rome, 
Antioch and Alexandria, not on any 8cripture authority, or 
divine right, but on ancient usage.* How unecriptural, 8u- 
perficial and unprotestant is therefors the SUPposition occasion- 
ally advanced, that the organization of local churches into 
8ynods or —_— and till more into different separate de- 
nominations, on the ground of doctrinal diversity, confers on 
any one of them more rights in the 8ight of God, than belong 
to every Jocal church, organized like those of the apostles, or © 
can make any one of them in any higher- sense a church of 
 Christ! Equally arrogant also, is the pretence, that larger de- 
nominations are, in this respect, necessarily more truly the 


: Ta Gp xa !3y-xpareirw, Ke, Canon 6. See Dupin, Antiq. Eccles. 
' Discip. Dissert. I, $7. Mosheim, de Rebus Christianorum. Sec. II, S 23. 
Note, and Coleman's Prim. Church, P- 52. | 
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church than smaller ones. If then, asis evident, all primitive 
churches were equal in authority, and independent of each 
other, it follows that the church of Christ is not one compactly 
organized body, much less one organic whole, in the sense of 
s80me modern Puseyites, like a huge tree. or animal, or even 
_ erystallization, in which the individual parts are lost sight of 
iv the contemplation of the developed whole; and it is equal- 
ly evident that the organization of the Romish church 'differs 
_ entirely ſrom that of the apostolic example and injunction. 

2) Again, contrary to the doctrine of Rome, the church of 
Christ, mus? be distinguisghed as visible and inviſible ; and 
many members of the . former, do not belong to the latter. 
Among the Romanizing tendencies of the presevt day is, the 
disposition of Puseyites to return to the old Papal view of the 
church, as a merely visible body, securing 8alvation to all its 
- members, who receive the 8acraments and submit to the church. 
The origin of the controversy- concerning the 47v38102ity of 
"the true church of Christ, may be traced to the disputes be- 
tween Luther and the Papists on indulgences, justification, 
human satisfaction, &c. As the parties could-not agree, the 
papists appealed to the church; by which they understood, 
the pope, bishops and priesthood. But Luther denied that these 
were the true church; and maintained that the true church 
_ could be known, not by a mere outward profession, or subjec- 
tion to the poatiff, but merely by faith. and piety of heart, 
. which is not cognizable by the s8enses. 'This is evident from 
' the concession of Bellarmine (Lib. 3, de Eccles. milit. c. 2.) 
«Luther, says he, in hisfourth book on-the Bondage of the Will, 
when Erasmus objected, that it is not possible that God would 
_ desert his church for so long a time, replied that God had never 
deserted his church ; but that that is not the church of Christ, 
which is commonly called 80, namely the pope and bishops, 
but that the church consisted of those few pious persons_ 
whom God preserves as a remnant.” Dr. Hase has justly re- 
marked, *Protestants could not jastify their gecesslon from 
Rome, without recurrence to the original difference between 
the internal communion and the external society (the invisible 
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and visible chnech) and making the distinction between the 
kingdom of God as ideal (as it ought.to be, the invisible church) 
and the imperfect realization of it in any actually existing 
(vistble) church.” Says the distinguizhed doctrinal historian, 
Baumgarten Crusius, *The division of the church into visi- | 
ble and invisible, grew up naturally in the Reformation from 
the duplicate antithesis of the same to the Romish church, in 
which the idea of the visible church preponderated, and to the 
Separatists|, who held only to an internal (invisible) church.” 
«By this (division) the essence of Protestantigm was expressed, 
namely, that the church real (visible) does not correspond to. 
the church ideal, (invisible) but only aims at it. From this 
position all the Protestant inferences could be justly deduced, 
namely, that no actual church is holy, or infallible, or alone 
able to confer salvation.”? _ Amongst the earliest and best de- 
finitions of this division, is that of the distinguished theologian, 
1. Hutter, in the beginning of the s8eventeenth century. *View- 
ed in regard to its external signs and rites, the church militant 
is 8aid to he visible, and embraces all those who frequent the 
asxembly of the called (vocatorum), whether they are pious or | 
impious, whether they belong to the elect or reprobate. But 
viewed as a $80ciety of believers, having faith and the indwell- _ 
ing of the-Holy Spirit in their hearts, the church is termed 27#- 
 visidle, and is confined to the elect.”? Nor is there any want 


| Christliche Dogmengeschichte, vol. IT, Pp. 359. 


2 Flutterus, Compendium Theologiz, 1610. Sehmidt's Dog. der Luth. 
Kirche, p. 482: Reinhard defines the invisible church : Ce&tus eorum, qu 
per doctrinam Christianam vere emendantur. And Quenstedt Pt. IV, Pp. 493, 
«Respectu vocatorum dicitur ecclesia visibilis, respectu electorum invisibilis, 
quz vero non extra visibilem querenda, sed illi inclusa est.” Luther himself 
thus discriminates between the visible and invisible church : *«Darum um meh- 
res Verstandes und der Kurze willen, wollen wir die zwo.Kirchen nennen mit 
unterschiedlichen Namen. Die erste, die natirlich, grundlich, wesentlich 
und wahrhaſtig ist, wollen wir heissen eine getstliche, anclithe Christenheit. 
Die andere, Hi gemacht und dgusserlich ist, wollen wir nennen eine leiblicke 
ausserliche Christenheit; nicht dasz wir sie von einander scheiden wollen, 
8ondern zugleich, als wenn ich: von einem Menschen rede, und ihn nach der- 
Seele einen geistlichen, nach' dem Leibe einen leiblichen Menschen nenne, 
oder wie der ” ptleget, innerlichen und ausserlichen Menschen zu nen- 
nen.” Luther's Werke, (Ing $8 ed.) Th. 18., S. 1214. 
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of scriptural evidence for this division. Indeed it runs through 
the entire teachings of both "Pestaments, and is necessary to 


Its spirituality of interpretation. When the Savior denounces. 
the Scribes and Pharisees, who made loud professions of reli- 
gion, as hypocrites, as blind guides, as fools, because they were 


guilty of gross hypocrisy, because *outwardly they appeared 


righteous to men, but within were full of hypocrisy and 1n- 
$391 | 


#quity ;”* how can we properly interpret the language of our 


Lord, unless we admit that there was a Spiritual kingdom of 
heaven, to which they did not belong, although they were 
prominent members of the outward church of the Jews. 
Again, what can'be more distinct than the declaration of the 
8ame divine instructor, *Not every one that saith unto me 
Lord, Lord, (that is, professes my name, belongs to my church 
on earth) shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, (shall be 
8aved); but he that doeth the will of my Father who is in 


heaven!” Hence some members of the - visible church will 


be excluded from heaven, which cannot be the case with any 
member of his mystical body; *the church,” who are all 


united to him by a living faith. Was not Simon the eorcerer, 


admitted to the charch visible by baptism, and yet an inepired 
apostle declared to him : *thou hast neither part nor lot in this 
matter; for thy heart is not right with God.”* "To the Ro- 
mans* Paul declared that outward circumcision did not consti- 
tute the genuine Jew, but that *circumcision which is of the 
heart, in the spirit.” The true worshippers, whom the Father 


seeketh, are those who worship in spirit and in truth,” and. 


all the distinguishing qualifications of a true member of the 


church are spiritual, such as repentance, faith, union with 


Christ, and 8anctification. Hence it must follow that the true 
church of the Redeemer, to which alone the promises of et er- 
nal life are given, must be distinguished from that outward 


. church, within which the true church is indeed ordinarily 


found ; but which also embraces many who merely cry Lord, 
Lord, and shall not enter into the kingdom of Heaven. On 


1 Matt. 23: 24, 2B, 28. 


2 Col. I: 18. Ephes. 4: 16. ,3 Acts 8: 13, 21. 42:8. 5 John 4: 23. 


2s 


the other hand, those who possess these moral characteristics 
of the children-ef God, and have not had an opportunity to 
be baptized, are ddubiless to be regarded as true members of 
the spiritual or invisible church of the Redeemer, and will 
certainly be saved. ' 

From these considerations we think it must be evident, not 
only that the Romish doctrine of the church, as a merely visi- 
ible body, is contrary to scripture, but also that it is an error 
naturally leading to most pernicious consequences, unfavorable 
to true $pirituality in the church. visible, and closely allied to 
that soul-destroying system of lifeless formalisgm and corruption 
which characterizes Rome as the great Apostacy. 'The revi- 
val of the erroneous view of the church among the Puseyites 
of Europe and America, cannot be regarded in any other light. 
than as one of those Romanizing tendencies, which are alike 
. the grief and the reproach of the: Protestant church. | 

3) Again, the Romish idea of the infallibility of the church, 
is alike Jeatitute of foundation in reason and scripture, and is 
a vain attempt of sinful worms of the dust to arrogate to them- . 
zelves an attribute of Jehovah. Romanists do not generally _ 
contend that the body of believers, the mass of the church, 
possesses this attribute ; they more commonly ascribe it to the 


' This position is fully sustained by the distinguished Hollazius, from | 
whose excellent s8ystem of "Theology, first- published in the year 1708, and 
now rarely accesstble, the student will be pleased to See the following inter- 
_ esting extract : 
Pars IV. De Ecelesia Synthetica, Cap. I., p. $13. 
| Quest. XV. — Sunt catechumeni ante SUSCeplum baptismum, vera ecclesie 
membra ? 
| Catechument notitia Chrisi:an religionts tmbuti, etiam ante perceptum bap-. 
tismum 8unt vera et viva memore. ecclesi@. | 7 | 
Prob. 1) Quia catechumeni doctrina Christiana informati, ex predicatione 
evangelii fidem acceperunt. Rom. x, 17. Per fidem autem sunt filii Delt at- | 
que adeo etiam filii ecclesi». Nam qui $piritualiter regenerantur, eorum 
Pater. est. Deus, ecclesia mater. Gal. iv, 26. 
_ _ 2} Item participes sunt boyorum ecelesiz, scil. remissionis peceatorum et 
_ renovationis Spiritus sancti. 
3) Latroin crnce, Valentiniznus Imperator, et martyres ante sSusceptum. 
baptismum ad tormenta rapti, facti sunt cives ecclesi@ triuwmphantis, Ergo 
etiata fuerunt cives ecclesiz militautis, | | 
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hierarchy of popes, bishops and cardinals.* But the very con- 


flicts which have raged amongst them, in regard to the location 
of this infallibility, proves the fallacy of the claim. 'The 
Transalpines contend that it is vested in the popes; the Cizal- 
pines denying this, find it in the bishops in general council 


 ag8embled ; and others, proving both these opinions erroneous, 


profess to find it in the body of the church ; but independent- 
ly of all other argument, the glaring contradictions, the gross 
immoralities and grievous doctrinal errors, ide of them 
all on the pages of history, demonstrate . that it belongs to_ 


neither. How can a body that-is made up of fallible parts be 


itself infallible? A clean thing cannot come out of an unclean 
one, nor can an infallible whale be made up of fallible parts. 
We know that the church never has been infallible in fact, ei- 
ther under the Old or New Testament dispensation. Did not 
the Israclites err when Aaron, the head of the church, made 
the golden calf? Or when, after the- death of Jeulbins, they 
forsook the Lord, and vi Baalam? Did not the Scribes 


| and Pharisees, the heads of the Jewish church, err when they 


transgressed the commandment of God by their traditions? 


As. to the church of the New Textament, the apostle Paul ex- 


pressly predicted her falling away,” as the man of ein, the 
S80n of perdition, who opposcth and exalteth himself above all 
_ that is called God, or that is worshipped, 80 that he, as God, 

8itteth_ in the remple (or ore) of God, showing bimoolf 


1 Their opinion on this subject i is thus deveribed by the distinguished Ro- 


 mish champion, Bellarmine : «*Nostra sententia est, Ecclesiam absolute erra- 


re -non posse, nec in rebus absoJuts necess2riis, nec in aliis quz credenda vel 
facienda nobis proponit. Et cum dicimus ecclesiam errare non posse, id: in- 


telligimus tam de universitate fidelium, quam de nniversitate episcopor um, 


ita ut 8ensus-istius propositionis, «Ecclesia non potest errare,” sit, id quod 
omnes fideles tenentur credere, est verum et de fide, eb similiter 1d quod om- 
nes episcopi docent tanquanm, ad fidern pertinens, est verum et de fide.” «<To- 
ta auctoritas ecclesie formaliter non est nisi in prelatis, sicut visus totius 
corporis formaliter est tantum in capite; ergo idem est ecclesiam non posse 
errare in definiendis rebus fidei, et episcopus non posse errare. Nor does he 
attirm this infallibility of the bishops individually. «Sed hoe de illis congre- 


_gatis in Concilio tantum intelligi, quia $inguli seorsum erare possunt,” Li- 


ber de Ecclesia, cap. 14. 


BY) 


(pretending) that he is God.” and the testimony of history, 
in unmistakable accents, proclaims the church of Rome as the 
original of the aposile's picture! Nor did our Savior ever pro-. 
nounce his church infallible, or promise to make her 88. He 
did indeed promise to be with his disciples always, *even un- 
til the end of the world,” namely tobless them and prosper 
their labors for his cause ; but not- to confer infallibility upon _ 
them. His promise to send the Holy Spirit to his disciples 
*to lead them into all necessary truth,” was primarily address- 
ed to his inspired apostles, who doubtless were infallible guides ; 
of the church; but it involves no promise of infallibility to 
the church at large, or in after ages. And although he admo- 
nished the Jews to hear the Scribes and Pharisees when sitting 
in Moses” seat, it is only when they teach the doctrines of _ 
Moses, for he himself denounces in the strongest terms, their 
corruptions of that law. Since the word of God zsays not a_ 
word about any supposed infallibility of the church, since the 
Savior and his apostles denounced the Old Testament church 
_ as having grievously erred; since they predict the apostacy of 
the New, and urge to give heed to the sure word of prophecy 
_ or inspiration, eaying, *If we or an angel from heaven preach 
any other goepel, let him be anathema ;” with what shadow 
of propriety can we concede to the church of Rome, or to 
any other church, a claim to infallibilicy, either in -matters of 
doctrine or practice ? No, the *Holy Scriptures” were intelli- 
gible to 'Vimothy even as *a child,” and *able to make him 
wise unto salvation ;”* the things recorded in the New 'Testa- 
ment also were written that we might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of _ and that believing we might have life 
through his name 3? and every man. in every age, is bound 
indeed to hear the instructions of the ministers of the church ; 
but tÞ 2n also to search the scriptures daily, like the faithful and 
noble Bereans, to see whether these instructions accord with 
the only infallible rule of faith and practice, which God has 
given to man, regardless-of any interpretations of any preten- 
ded wrga_nt church on earth. | X 


9 2 Thess. 2: 34. 2?2 Tim. 3: 15. »John20: 31 
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4} The Romish doctrine of the legislative power of the 
church, especially in establishing new doctrines and creeds as 


binding on the conscience, is proof of her antiscriptural char- 


acter; whilst the principles of Protestantism concede to every 


- man the right to derive lus doctrines from the word of God, 


- 


and to profess such creed as he believes accordant with it. 
"This pretended power, sometimes designated the potestas 

vopuoberizN, Of SraraxrinN, has been ugurped by the Romish 

church in its. most presumptuous forms, as binding the con- 


Eclence per $e, and as involving mortal sin in its transgression. 


But neither our time nor space will allow us to enter into spe- 
cifications from history, or to present details from her volumi- 
nous Canon Law. 'The recent enactment of the old unscrip- 
tural, Franciscan notion of the immaculate conception of the 


virgin Mary, into a doctrine of the Romish church, amid the 


light of this nineteenth century, renders all argument super- 
fluous to intelligent minds. We shall simply state the scrip- 
tural principles on this s8ubject, which were avowed by Luther 


 himself till his death, and, except in the matter of Gwingli, L 


conslstently adhered to in practice. 
Even in the Old "Testament, God explicitly commanded 
through Moses, ©Ye Shall not add to the word which I com- 


mand you, neither shall ye diminish aught from it.” And 


in regard to one book of the New 'Pestament, and by inference 
to all, he denounces a fearful judgment on *any man, who. 
|hall ee unto these things, or take away from them.” Our 
blessed Savior himself denounces that * worship as vain, which 
teaches the commandments of men ſor doctrines of God.” ® 
The ministers of Christ are commanded in his final commis--. 
8ion, to teach only *whatsoever he had commanded them,” 
and should ministers attempt to impose unauthorized requisi- 
tions, the apostle Paul exhorts the christians in general not 
«9g be the servants of men,” but *to stand fast in the liberty 


wherewith Christ had made them free.” In view of these 


precepts, and the general principles of the New 'Testament, 
every minister degiring to keep a clear conscience before God, 


EL Deut. 4: 2. E Rev. 22: 18. 3 Matt. 15:9. 4 1 Cor. 7: 23. Gal. 5: 1 
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should appronch the 8ubject of church organizations and creeds 

with the utmost objectivity of mind. Weshould transfer our- 
elves in thought to the apostolic age, and inquire what are 

the principles on which the Savior and his apoetles founded 

his church and desired it to be adminigtered. What principles 

did they directly announce, and what did they inculcate by 
their example. Having thus acquired a distinct conception of : 
the primitive, the 4nspired ideal of a church, we should ex- "I 
amine every postapostolic practice and principle found in the 
church in which Providence has cast our lot. All that we find 
_accordant with the primitive model, as delineated in our inspt- 

red directory, the New Testament, we should advocate and 
promote ; but every rite, doctrine or principle, which, after de- - 
liberate examination, we judge contrary to the revealed will of 
God, or prejudicial to the interests of his kingdom, we are 8a-\- 
credly bound, regardless of human» authority, to oppose by ar- 
gument, to abstain from in practice, and to labor to reform. 
Thus shall we carry out the Protestant principle that the Bible 

is our only infallible rule of faith and practice; and on this 

_ recuperative principle alone, can the purity of the church be 
preserved in all ages, and her primitive lustre be restored when 

it has become obscured in the progress of her extension.! 


' Applying these principles to human creeds as tests of ecclesiastical com- 
myn!on, we must inquire, what inspired authority have we for them. : And . 
finding none at all, unless it be as an inference from the duty to exclude her- 
etics, and to.demand for admission a profession of the belief that «Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God ;” we should require only the fandamental doe- . 
trines, those without which no man can be ' regarded as a, christian, and 80 
many points of government and discipline, as are eszential to harmonious 
cooperation. More doctrines than these we are forbidden to admit into our 
confession of faith as a test, by the eommand of Paul to «receive a brother 
that is weak in the faith, but not for doubtful disputation,”—less than this will 
not enable us to exclude fundamental errorists, nor to strive together harmo- 
nionsly for the furtherance of the gospel. This sentiment pervaded the 
 Christian church during the first five centuries of her history, during which 
no creeds were used as tests, other than the 80 called Apostle's creed;'of about 
one page during three hundred years, the Nicene and Constantinopolitan, | 
which contained only a few additional sentences, and the Athanasian creed, 
amounting to two or three pages. This amount of doctrinal requisition, with 
a ſew additions by subsequent councils, remained till the sixteenth century. 
But about a quarter of a century after Luther and Melanchthon had been 
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3. 'That the Romish and Puseyite systems are not the 8ys- 
tem of the bible, and the Protestant is, appears further from 
their respective views of the gospel muanstry. | 

1) The vaunted apostolic $ucces8ion, as the channel of all 


_ ministerial authority and blessing, is a mere figment of the 


imagination. 'The idea contended for by Papists is, that there 
has been a regular uninterrupted succession of diocesan bish- 


_ ops and popes from the days of the apostles to the present 
time; that only in the line of this 8uccession can there be any 


valid ministry and sacraments, and that all not receiving the 


- ordinances from these hands, are without the pales of galva- 


tion. But is it not remarkable, if 8uch succession be £0 impor- 
tant, that the scriptures are silent on the s8ubject? The apos- 
tle Peter represents the whole body of believers as .*a royal 


Priesthodd, a holy nation, a peculiar people,” that they *should 
 8how forth (#ayyc<amre, announce, proclaim) the praises of him 
who hath called them out of darkness into his marvellous 


translated to a better world, a new era and an entire change in the length of 


' prescribed symbols was introduced; unheard of in the history of the church 


and alien to the spirit of these great Reformers. About this time some of the 
Protestant princes of Germany, instead of requiring assent to the above na-' 
med brief creeds of the earlier centuries, which contained not one of the 
errors of Popery, and to theqrequisition of which no one would have objected, 
demanded the assent.of pastors to half a dozen additional doctrinal publica- 
tions, all except one emanating indeed from Luther and Me lanchthon, but never 
desizned by them to be binding on the church. Thus instead of a few pag 7eS 
of ancient creeds of fundamentals, with as many pages more of modern av- '. 
ditions which might have been needed, rejecting the later errors, especially of 
Rome; these princes, with the connivanee of many theologians, forced up- 
on a large part of the church, a volume of uninspired faith, nearly as large 
as the bible itself. But the experience of more than two and a half centu- 
ries has, in the. judginent of the great majority of the church, proved the op- 
eration of this 8ystem of colossal 8ymbols to be unfavorable. In no kingdom 
of Europe are these 8y mbols now required, and a very small portion of our 
church in Europe or America exacts more than the bible and the substance 
of the Augsburg Confesson, as is done by our General Synod in this country. 


And why $hould Lutheran ministers rob themselves of the liberty wherewith 


Christ and Luther, and their American fathers made them free? Why should 
they not trust themselves with that amonnt of doctrinal liberty, which the en- 


-tire church of Christ enjoyed for five hundred years? But we have no fears 


that they will prove recreant to themselves, and to the primitive ehureb of 
the Redeemer, Me | 
ft 


\ 


Th 


light.”' In actenibugs with the $Pirit of this declaration, the 
Reformers regarded the gospel ministry, not as a separate order, 
but an office in the church. In the language of the appendix 
to the Smalcald Articles, *the office of the ministry is not 
restricted to any particular place or persons, as the Levitical 
office = estricted by the law; but it is scattered $6ver the 
whole world, and is found in any place where God bestows 
his gifts, postles, prophets, pastors, teachers, &c. Nor does 
the office or word, enjoined by Christ, at all depend on the 
person. Let Re and teach whoever will, wherever there 
are hearts that believe and adhere to the truth, they will. re- 
ceive what they hear and believe.” Yet, as there is a *di- 
_ versity of gifts, and a diversity of operations”? among the 
members of the church, each duty is not obligatory on. every 
individual ; but the church elects officers to preach, and oth- 
ers to attend to the distribution of alms, &c. Ministerial au- 
thority is therefore derived not by transmission from the apos- 
tles in lineal s8uccession, but'in every case from the church, 
although she may employ existing ministers as her agents in 
performing the ceremony. | 

Again, if s8uch apostolic 8uccession were of any value, its 
reality could not be proved in regard to any church on earth. 
'The records of antiquity afford us no reliable. information at 
all in regard to hundreds of bishops ; and within the sphere 
_ of history definitely known to us, the chain of s8uccession has 
been repeatedly broken. On the Papal succession let it 8uf- 
fice to hear the testimony of the Romish historian, Baronius. 
Speaking of the tenth century, he 8ays: *How exceeding 2 
foul was then the (Romish) church, whey most powerful and 


| 1 Peter 2:9. 


2 Nu ist je das Predigamt an | kein gewis . Ort noch Person den wie 
der Leviten Amt im Gesetz gebunden war, sondern es ist durch d je ganze 
Welt ausgestreuet, und ist an-dem Ort da Gott seine Gaben gibt, Aposteln, 
Propheten, Hirten, Lehrer, &c. Und thnt die Person gar nichts zu solchem 
Wort und Art, von Christo befohlen ; es predige und lehre es wer da wolle, 
wo-Herzen sinaG die es glauben und sich daran halten, den widerfahret wie 


Sie es horen und glauben. ” Muller's whos Bucher p. 333, t. 26. See also 
t. 4. - 


31 Cor. 12: 4,6. 


7" 


 8ordid harlots ruled at Rome, at whose will the $ees were 
changed, bishops were presented, and what is horrid to hear, 
and indescribable, false pontiffs (pseudo-pontifices) their lovers, 
were introduced into the chair of Peter! For who can affirm 
that men illegally introduced by wicked women of this 8ort, 
were Roman pontiſſs?”” 'There never was any mention of the 
clergy electing or afterward approving. All the canons were 
*closed in silence; the decrees of the pontiffs were suppressed, 
- the ancient traditions were proscribed, and the ancient customs 
in electing the popes, and the 8acred ceremonies and usages 
of former days were wholly extinct.”! When one of the very 
ablest of Romish historians 80 completely disproves the papal 
Succession, it may be regarded as 8uperfluous to subjoin much 
additional argument. Of course, if apostolic succession were 
essential, then, as 8undry links in the chain are confessedly bro- 
ken, the entire series of episcopal and ministerial links 8us- 
pended on it, must fall to the ground, and there is verily no 
continuous apostolic 8uccession either in the papal, episcopal, 
or any other church at the present day, and of consequence, 
not a valid minister to be found on earth ! [2 | 


| Baronius' Eceles. Annal. A. D. 912. 
2 Touching the subject of apostolic secession in the Episcopal church of 
England and our own country, whose line of 8uccession is traced through 
England, Dr. Pond, a highly respectable divine of New England, makes this 
remark : **Allowing that the church of Rome 1s capable of transmitting the 
8uccession, with all the mystical virtues $upposed to be attached to it, can 
the English bishops prove incontestably that they are in the succession of the 
Romish church ? It has been strenuously insisted that this cannot be proved. 
1t has been $aid that in the year 668, the successors of Austin, the monk, be- 
ing almost entirely extinct, by far the greatest part of the bishops were of 
Seottish ordination by Aidan and Finnan, who came out of the  Culdee mo- 
nastery of Columbanus, and were no more than presbyters.” 

The real mefits of this apostolic-succession are justly estimated by bishop 
Hoadley, of the Episcopal church of England : «I am fully satisfied,” says 
he, «that until a consumimate stupidity can be happily established, and uni- 

__ verzally '$pread over the land, there is nothing that tends 80 much to destroy 
all due respect to the clergy, as the demand of more than canjbe due to them; 
and nothing has 80 effectually thrown contempt upon a regular successlon of 
the ministry, as the calling no succession regular but what is uninterrupted ; 
and the making the eternal salvation of Christians to depend upon that un- 
interrupted succession, of which the most learned have the least assurange, and 
the unlearned can have no notion, but through ignorance and credulity. 
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But the absurdity of these consequences shows the fallacy 
of the position whence they flow. Apart from all this, the 
impossibility of either papal or episcopal euccession, is demon- 
strated by the fact, proved in a former part of this discourse, 

_ that for the first century after the foundation of the Christian 
- church, there was no such officer in existence as a diocesan 
ns 4 and for several centuries more no pope! How could 
there be a 8uccession of that which did not even exist. Fl- 
| nally, if such succession had really existed, and were fully as- 
__ certained, jt would prove nothing as to the validity of any min- 
istry. Were not Annas and 'Caiphas 8uccessors of Aaron, and 
yet, did they not aid in crucifying the Savior? No, the only 
Succession. of any value, is doctrinal and practical, is conform- 
ity to the Savior and his apoxtles i in adoption of the glorious 
truths they taught, and in observance of the rules laid down by 
them for the government of the church. These regulations 
require, that ministers should be called and appointed, that is, 
x" partes the church of every age and period. The existing 
ministry, as divinely appointed agents of the church, should 
always perform the ceremonies of the occasion, as seen in the 
apostolic example, and that of the primitive eldership, or pres- 
bytery, or ministerium; but the immediate fountain of their 
authority is the church itself. ©*Thus, (ﬆy the Smalcald Ar- 
ticles) the council of Nice (in the fourth century) decreed that 
each church should elect a bishop for itself, in the' presence of 
one or more [neighboring bishops.”* Again, *'This is-proved 
by the common practice of the churches. For formerly the 
people elected the ministers and bisghops. Then came the | 
bishop of the same place or the vicinity, and confirmed the 
bishop elect by the imposition of hands, and at that time or- 
dination was nothing else than $uch a confarmation,””* (Latin 
copy comprobatio, approbation). *Hence we perceive, that 
the church has the power to choose and. ordain her officers 
(Latin copy, ministros, her ministers). Therefore, if the 
bishops are either heretics, or will not ordain qualified persons, 


+ 


1 Miller's Symb. Bucher, p. 331. A to Smalc. Art. 
- Idein. p. 342. 
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it is the s:cred duty of the churches, by divine. right, to ordan 


 eninisters and church officers for themselves.” And what 


#73 Luther attached to the term church, he clearly informs 
s. © Wherever the preaching of the ts is 8ustained, there 
is Cealidindy the christian church and the kingdom of Christ, 


.no matter how small be the cluster of its professors.”* "That 
1s, the reformers regarded any individual, local society of pro- 


fessed believers, who statedly worshipped together, as a valid 
church of Christ, possessing the inherent power of electing 


and ordaining ministers of the gospel. 


Nor does the opinion of these distinguished men of God 


.8eem t0 be adverse to the word of inspiration. If it was the 


business of the entire church at Jeruzalem to elect a minister_ 
of the higheat order, even an apostle, in place of the fallen Is- 


/  cariot,* if it was their province to elect the deacons,* if the 


apostles appointed, by the lifting up of the hands of the peo- 
ple, elders or ministers in every city (xe:porovqcavre;);* then there 
can be no doubt, that though ordained or acknowledged by 


the existing ministry as agents of the church, the authority and 
validity of ministers in every age, are derived from the church, 


by whose agents they are thus appointed, bod not by any * 
bled s8uccession from the apostles. 

2) Again, the Romish and Puseyite idea, that ministers are 
channels of some indefinable, mystic influence, handed down 
from the apostles, and possess power to forgive $ins, are evi- 
dently unscriptural. "The former must necessarily fall to the 
ground with the figment of Os SUCCESSION on which it is 


| Idem.:p. 342. | | 
2 Luther's works, Walch's ed., vol. 5, p. 1413. 
_ 3 Acts1: 23, 4Acts6: 3, 5,6. 


5 The term here rendered *ordained” is x:<porovqoavres, Which is 
compounded of the words x: hand, and r:ww to sfretch forth or 
extend, and signifies to stretch forth the hand; and alsoto vote in 
an assembly by 1aising the hand, which was the usual mode of 


voting in Greece. The word also sometimes <signifies 8imply to 


elect, but in classic Greek rarely to appoint without -an election. 


On the contrary, yecporoveighu was Ccontrasted to Ay yuvew As elec- 


tion 1s to Þ oppommtment by lot, as in x«porovydets 7] AG zur, 


4d 
suspended. . Faithful ministers are indeed an incalculable 
blessing to the church and the world. 'Their ministrations are 
doubtless a 8avour of life unto life, to all who yield them an 
attentive ear and an obedient heart ; but there is nothing mys- 
terious or mystic about it, nor anything hereditary or traditive, 
but it is the direct and medias blessing of the Holy Spirit 
on the truth dispensed by him, which is able to make them 
wise unto salvation. As to the power to forgive $in, and pri- 
vale confession as preparatory to it, they. are alike contrary to 
£cripture? and reason. 'There is not a siogle instance in ectip- 
ture of private confession to an apostle or minister, or of abs0- . 
lution by either. 'The cases of confession recorded in the in- 
spired volume, were evidently public and general, and the 
command, *confess your sins one-to another,” requires the 
minister to confess his'sins to the laity, as much as the laity to 
the minister. It is moreover historically certain, that private 
or auricular confession did not exist, until the fifth century, 
when it was recommended by Leo, bishop of Rome. And it 
was not until the thirteenth century after Christ, that it was 
required as a matter of faith, at least once a year, by the noto- 
rious fourth council of the Lateran. 'The abominations of the 
confessional, in corrupting the morals of the community, in 
prying into the most sacred Secrets of the domexstic fireside, 
and in exerting an influence on the political destinies of a 

country, thus placing-the whole Romish population at the feet 
of designing and monarchical priests, is a 8ubject too well 
known, and too copious to require or admit of adequate eluci- | 
dation on this occasion. 'That priestly absolution which is 
connected with confession, is a gross corruption of Christianity, 
must be admitted by all, who believe the sentiment which - 


! On this 8nbject we annex, the explicit acknowledgment of that distin- - 
guished Lutheran divine, Quenstedt, in his Theologia Didactico Polemica, 
published 1585, whilst at the same time he advocates the propriety of retain- 
ing the unscriptural, and according to himself, extrascriptural rite of private 
confession, as modified by the Augsburg Confession ; «Confessio peccato- 
rum privata coram sacerdote ad remissionem peccatorum obtinendam, jure 
divino non est necessaria.” And again, *Nullum habet mandatum, nullam 
promissionem, nec in Vet. nec in Novo Testamento.”* Vol. IIL., p. 601, 603. . 


1 


_- though uttered by the scribes and Pharisees, was acknowledged 
by the Savior; © Who can forgive 8ins but God alone ?”?* and 
who remember that in still asserting this divine power of for- 
giving 8ias, our Lord at once established his claim by a mira- 
cle, by demonstrating his control over the. poweis of nature, 
8aying to the sick of the palsy, &arise, take up thy couch, and 
go unto thy house.” Nay, the Savior himself, in his memo- 
rable prayer, teaches us to apply, not unto men, but to our 
Father in heaven alone for pardon : *Forgive us our debts, as 

' we forgive our debtors.” The apostle admonishes his Ephe- 

'8jan brethren at large, ©be ye kind one to another, tender | 
hearted and forgivins one another, even as God, for Chris's 

'8ake, hath forgiven you.”* But he does not intimate that a 
8ingle one of them had received forgiveness from any minister. 
In short, that ministers should possees-the power of judicially 
forgiving sin,.is impossible on the principles of God's moral 
adminietration. Before sin can consistently be pardoned by 
God himself, he must know.the sincere penitence of the sin- 

E . ner's heart, and what man is there who can search the heart 

"= and 8ecret intents of the 80ul? Even in the Old Testament 

dispensation, the priesthood did net pretend to forgive sin ; and 
// | that power was regarded as a prerogative of God alone. «© Who, 
/  8ays the prophet Micah, is a God like unto thee, that pardon- 
| eth iniquity.” | In ther, the essence of all sin, consists in its 
being committed against God. It was in reference to sins 
against his fellow-men, that David exclaims, *Against thee, 
| theeonly have I sinned, and done this evil ia thy sight.” Since 
\ ,. then it is God, who is ultimately and chiefly the offended be- 

. 5 .-»ing, from him alone can pardon proceed, and even from him, 

2. 2908 only in those instances, where his omniscient eye beholds a 

-H Suitable and penitent recognition of guilt, and purpose of re- 

7 form. 'Phe minister of Christ -is indeed authorized and en- 

> Joined to proclaim the divine promises of pardon, both publicly 

and privately, to the truly penitent; but he has no authority 
{to apply these promises to any individual in an unconditional 
manner, because he cannot As A know the genuineness of 


_ 
— 
' 


| Luke 5: 21. 2 Eph. 4:32. . *Micah 7: 18. 
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the repentance professed. As to a conditional absolution toan 
individual, it can be of no more sefvice to him than the gene- 
ral and public proclamation of the promises of pardon, unless 
| he ignorantly considers it unconditional, or regards the willing- 
| ness of the minister to apply the promises to him as proof of _ 
his penitence, and thus he may be led into dangerous and soul- 
destroying error. From these considerations it would appear, 
that even the conditional and declarative form of private abs0- 
lution, which was long retained by some of the Protestant 
churches, was well calculated to mislead the sinner, and as to 
the opportunity for private interview with the individual fur- 
nished by the conſessional, it can be, and is enjoyed, fully as 
well without its dnac——G concomitant. Moreover, the scrip- 
tures teach us, that no unconverted man can be pardoned of 
God. Farther, that when we are converted and exercise faith 
in Christ, we are justified, that is, are pardoned; and being 
thus justified by faith, ©we have peace with God,” and rejoice 
in hope of the glory of God (Rom. 5: 1, 2), that is the Holy 
Spirit produces a conviction of this pardon i in our minds, 
*the Spirit bearing witness with our epirits, that we are child- 
ren of God” (Rom. 8: 16). Now when the priest pronoun- 
ces absolution on one, in whom the Spirit has not yet produced 
this peace of mind, his testimony is contrary to that of the 
Holy Spirit, and the sinner either believes the priest or not. If. 
he does, therr he believes himself converted and pardoned on 
the testimony of the priest; when his heart furnishes evidence 
to the contrary. If he does not believe the priest, his absolu- 
| tion is of course also of no avail. 

In short, the fundamental character of the New Testament 
minister is, that he preaches the truths of the gospel to every 
creature, and baptises those who believe, teaching them to keep 
all things that Jesus has commanded. In connexion with 
these ministrations, the Holy Spirit bestows his influences of 
every grade and kind, wherevet he sees a moral fitness for any 
of them, and bestows just such blessings. as the sinner is pre- | 
.pared to recelve. 

4. That the Romish or Puse! yite $ —_ is not that of the 
rospel, whilst the Proteslant is, appears evident on examina- 


Fo} 
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tion of the views of the sacraments in general, adv anced by 
the former. | 

"When we consider the sacraments in general, and not any 
one of them in particular, the points of divergence between 
formal and spiritual religionists, between Protestants and Pa- 
pists, are chiefly two, their number and influence. 'The former 
question resolves itself into logomachy. Its decision depends 


'on the definition we adopt of the word sacrament, a word not. 


found in sctipture, and, of course, not there applied to any of 
the rites usually designated by it amongst christians. 
Our theme is therefore sustained, when we show that the 


8acraments do not exert their influence (ex opere operato) 


merely by the intrinsic power of the outward act, regardless of 
the moral qualifications of the recipient. We say *merely,” 
because, of cqurse, these divinely appointed means possess a 
tendency and adaptation to accomplish the object of their in- 
stitution. But the question is, were they designed to effect 
the great moral change, regardless of the blessing of the Holy 
Spirit and the coperation of the free agent man ; or rather, 
must not man be *a coworker with God,” and even then im- 
plore the influence of the Holy Spirit to render effectual his 
faithful use of the appointed instrumentalities.* 'DThat the 


latter is the case appears evident, in the first place, 


37 On the necessity of the work of the Spirit in the heart, in order to give 


_ efficacy to baptism, Luther has expressed himself strongly in his very Scarce 


and interesting letter to the Swiss churches, in 1537. 

: «Desgleichen der Tauf halben, im andern Artikel, spure ich auch keine 
Ungleichbeit. Denn gleich wie itzt vom miindlichen Wort geredt 1st ; 
balten wir auch dasz Wasser und Wort, (welchs das firnemst in der Toaf) 
ohn den Heiligen Geist inwendig, nichts schaffe ciusserlich ; doch solche Taut 
Gottes ausserlich Zeichen, ja Gezeug und Werk $ey aidurch Gott in-uns 
wirke, &c., damit es nicht ein lauter Menschenzeichen oder Losung sey.” 
De Wettes* «Dr. Martin Luther's Brieſe Sendschreiben und Bedenken,” 
&e., vol. V. p. 85. Again, in his Larger Catechism he 8ays : | 

*«The great efficacy and utility of baptism being thus known, let us furth- 


er 8ee who is the person that receives 8uch things as are offered by baptism. 


This also is most beautifully and clearly expressed in these words: He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” That is, faith alone makes & 


- person worthy to receive this salutary and divine water with advantage. © With- 
out faith baptism is of 'no profit, although it cannot be denied, that it is in 
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Because a previous moral qualification is distinctly required 


in scripture, for the reception of the sacraments. In the great - 
 commission of our Savior, faith is absolutely demanded, he 


that believeth”” and is baptized, &c. Nor did the opentiel en- 
tertain a different view, or pursue a contrary practice. When 
at the memorable pentecostal scene,* their hearers, amid deep 
compunctions of heart, inquired, *Men and brethren, what 
shall we do,” did Peter 8ay, as a papist would, become a 
member of the church by baptism, and then all your sins are 


forgiven? No, he required a.moral preparation, he told them 


*repent and be baptized every one of you, in the name of Je- 
sus Christ for the remission of sins,” &c.; and then we are 
told, not that all were baptized, but that the rite was adminis- 
tered only to those who gladly” received the word, that is, 
who received it with approbation, and yielded obedience to it. 
But let us examine the practice of the apostles still farther. 
When the Ethiopian eunuch 8olicited baptism? at the. hands 


* & 


of Philip, what was his reply? Did he baptise bim regardless | 


_ of his state of moral preparation? Certainly not. Although 


he knew that the eunuch had come to the holy city as a de- 
vout *worshipper,” and although he had found him «reading. 
the Scriptures,” ' this amount of seriousness and external wor- 


ship was not deemed sufficient, and he distinctly suspended 
| his own willingness to administer the ordinance, on the fact of 
his decided and cordial faith in the Lord Jesus, * 1f thou be- 


lievest with all thy heart, thou mayest ;” and only after the. 


applicant made the distinct profession, «I do believe,” was he 
baptized by him. / So also in the case of Saul of Tarsus,® 
before he was baptized, it is recorded that he surrendered his 
heart to God at the time of the Savior's miraculous appearance, 
8aying, «Lord, what wilt thou have me to do;” and further, 
the Lord himeclf bore witness that he was a praying man, 
«Behold he prayeth,” said he to Ananias in a vision. 'The 
great apostle to the Gentiles was, therefore, certainly a believer 
| before his baptism. 


itself a celestial and inestimable treasure. ? From the Latin. Miller's: 


Symb. books, p. 490. | 
+ Acts 2: 37, 38. 3 Acts 8: 37, &c.- * Acts 9; 1, &c. 
<= 7 7 | 
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"The apostle Peter! also 8usperids the blessing of 'baptism in 
adults,* not on the outward performance. of the rite, or, as he 
terms it, *the putting away of the filth of the flesh,” by the 
application of water; but-on (*x:epwryua) the answer of a good 
conscience towards God,” that is, a conscience that bears 
*00d” testimony, concerning our sincerity in taking the ex- 
ternal profession in baptism, and concerning the personal ded- 
ication of our souls and bodies to God for time and eternity. 

| Again, in regard to the Lord's Supper, Paul expresly de- 
mands previous moral qualification for its reception, when he 
enjoins self examination, and denounces the judgment of God 
on all who receive it unworthily ; which he could not do, if 
the external reception of the sacraments of itself secured the 
intended blessing. 

Again, the Scriptures denounce condemnation on all who are* 
destitute of faith, regardless whether they have received the 
sacraments or not; which could not be done, if these rites ef- 
fected the pardon of sim by their intrinsic power, independently 
of the moral character of the recipient. He that believeth 
and 1s baptized, says our great Redeemer, shall be saved; but 
he that believeth not shall be damned. "Phat is, no matter 
what other qualifications an individual may possess, if he dies 
destitute of faith, he is lost for ever. He that believeth not, 
8ays the same divine personage, is condemned already, because 
he hath not believed in the naine of the only begotten Son of 
God. *©He that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but 

11 Peter 3: 21. | 

2 We remark here, once for all, that as thee Pas8ages all relate to adults, 
they are not applicable to infant baptisem. Although the New Testament re- 
 peatedly speaks of the baptizgm of entire families, in which infants would 
naturally be contained, the inspired writers nowhere specify the prerequisites 
or the consequences of this rite in the case of infants. The inference of | 
the baptists against the propriety of pedobaptism, is, however, utterly illogi- 
"cal, as is 8een in the case of circumcision, which though requiring previous 
faith in adults, was specifically commanded to be-applied to infants. Infant 
Subjects of baptism doubtless receive a divine blessing at the time, the na- 
_ture of which the scriptures do not specify, and they deeeme partakers of 
the blessings of the believing adult subject, as far and as fast as they are in- 


| tellectually and morally. qualified to receive. then. 
> John 3: 18.. 
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the wrath of God abideth on him.” Now in these and a mul- 
titude of similar passages, faith is represented as the essential 
condition of salvation, and.the want of it the certain cause of 
condemnation, without any thing being Said of baptism ; 
which could not be the case if baptism were in the same sense 
necessary to salvation, and the want of it always involved the 
loss of the soul, as Romich and Puseyite authors maintain. 

Further, if baptism or the encharist were always the certain 
precursor of salvation, and the want of them invariably invol- 
ved s8piritual death, should we not naturally expect, that the 
Savior and his'apostles would have made the administration of 
these-ordinances; instead of preaching, the great business of 
their public labors through life? Yet we find that *Jesus him- 
elf baptized not,” and the illustrious apostle of-the Gentiles, 
though certainly well acquainted with the plan of salvation, 

and with the relative importance of its different parts,” could 

| not have aid, *I thank God that I baptized none of you 
(Corinthians) except Crispus and Gaius,” and the hougehold _ 
_ of Stephanas ; besides I know not whether I baptized any oth-.. 
er; for Chris! Send me, not to AT es but to preach the gos- 
pel. ” | 

Nor can the Reb and Puseyite view be correct, when we 
reflect that the Bible represents conversion as a $8piritual and 
intellectual, but not a physical change. How can the apph- 
\ cation of water to the body, purify or convert the mind, unless 
it be through the mental exercises connected with it, andwi it 
be performed as a prescribed .act of obedience to God, with 
 8incere asPirations for his blessing. But who can believe, that 
| the mere outward act, if performed without the proper views 
and feelings, and if combined with hostility to God, and with 
the purpose of continuance in sin, could obtain the divine 
blessing, or exert a- puriſying, renovating influence on the 80ul, 
much less could secure the favor of that God, who denounces 
as hypocrites and vain worshippers, those that *draw nigh un-. 
to him with their mouth, and honor him with their lips, whilst 
their -heart is far fronFhim 75 Finally, this doctrine cannot 


: John 4: 2. 2 1 Cor. 1: 16,16. '- » Matt. 15:77,8. © 
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be of God, because of its perceptible tendency to promote a 
frigid formalism, and a rank hypocrisy. When the benefits of 
an ordinance are 8upposed to depend. on the frame of mind 
attending its performance, there is an obvious and powerful 
motive for, due attention to 'these requisites, and for effort to 
perform thes&tites with suitable frame of mind, in order to 
Secure the desixed blessing. But when the tate of mind is 
regarded as unimportant, or, at least, as not essential, the nat- 


pe ural tendency of the mind to wander 1s encouraged, and the 


rite degenerates into mere lip service, and often a mockery of 
God. If then this Romish view were correct, if the sacra- 
ments conferred pardon and salvation on men, regardless of 
their moral characters, they would daavoidatly fill heaven 
with impenitent sinners, with hypocrites, with 8abbath break- 
ers, with profane 8wearers, with drunkards, and almost every 
other species of criminals; for it cannot be denied, that many 
.. of all these classes have, at different times, and 'in different 
* countries and churches, been admitted to these holy sacra- 
ments. And, need we add, that such a rite cannot possibly 
belong to the religion of that Savior, who has taught us, that 
not every one who cries Lord, Lord, that is, professes his name, 
Shall enter into the kingdom of hoe: but those only, «who 
also perform the will of his Father in heaven. ?? In 8hort, the 
idea that pardon of sin is necessarily consequent on the per- 
formance of 'any outward rite, is alike repugnant to reason and 
Scripture, and inconsistent with the principles of God's moral 
 administration, as well as with the philosophy of the gospel 
_plan of salvation. Repentance and faith are the divinely es- 
tablished conditions of pardon, and they include a moral fit- 


 ness in the 8ubjJect for the blessing involved. But mere exter- 


nal rites can be performed by the impenitent, the unbelieving, 
and even the openly vicious, who are destitute of all moral 
Preparedness for pardon, and cannot therefore be the condition 
of forgiveness in a plan of remedial influences, every part of 
' which possesses a moral congruity and adaptation. In a church 
conducted on this formal system, the majority of hearers never 

acquire a clear idea of converston, or of genuine Spiritual reli- 
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gion. Such a congregation presents the strange epectacle of 


Persons possessing no evidence of christian character, and yet 
statedly receiving the gacraments of the supper, and, as they _ 


suppose, the pardon of their sins, then as statedly returningto 
the world and crucifying afresh the Lord of Glory with their 
transgressions. Even the mind of the minister himself be- 


comes confused, and has no distinct perception of the differ- | 


ence between the church aad the world; whilst his preaching 
becomes equally indiscriminate and pointless, and unprofitable 
to the 8ouls committed to his care. np 

5. Finally, That the Romish and Puseyite S&yslem is not 
that of the gospel, whilst the Protestant is, appears maniſest 
from their respective views of Justification, and epiritual cut- 
ture, or the pastoral charge 

In regard to the juotification of the sinner before God, the 
sacred volume has delineated its entire graciousness in such 
clear and' striking colors, that all the. reformers, when their 
minds became released from the delusion of their Romish ed- 
ucation, 8ettled down in its firm persuasion. Nor is it easy to 
conceive how this doctrine could be presented in clearer terms 
than those of the illustrious apostle of the Gentiles. «Being. 
justified, says he, freely, or as the Greek (8@peay) 8ignifies gra- 
tuitously, by his grace, through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus.”* Again, *If by grace, then it (our salvation) 


is no more of work; otherwise grace is no .more grace.”* 


Once more, *For by grace ye are saved through faith, and 
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God: Not of works lest 
any man $hould boast.”* But it is 8uperfluous to accumulate 
proofs'on this obvious and cardinal doctrine. Next to those 
truths received by all christians, some of which Luther would 
have pronounced.still more important, such as the existence of 
_ God and divinity of Christ, he pronounced this the vital fea- 


ture, the pillar of the church. It is the fundamental feature 


of Lutheranism, and far more important than any of the pe- 
culiarities | in which she differs from her siser denominations, 


as even Dr. Guericke, of Halle, now happily believes, and 


| Rom. 3: 24; 2 Rom, 11:-6. 5 Ephes. 2: 8. 
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_ has lately maintained with much propriety. 'The Romish and 
| Puxeyite doctrine of justification by inherent righteousness or 
works, such as attendance on mass, repetition of a number of 
prayers, Ave Marins, pecuniary donations to the priests for in-* 
dulgences or alms, performing works of self-mortification, &c., 
is subversive of this vital doctrine of. the gospel, and lends lo 
cherish a spirit of self-righteousness and self-dependance. It 
generates spiritual pride and ſosters ignorance of the plan of 
8alvation through Christ. Especially does it obscure the glory 
of the Savior's great work of redemption, and of his mediato- 
rial reign. Hence we do the Puseyites no injustice, by class- 
ing them in the same category with the Romanists, when they 
style the grand gospel truth of a gracious justificatiqn, *the 
hateful,” *fundamental,” *unchristian,” © subtle” and © ex- 
tensively poisonous,” *Lutheran hey” 

Again, that feature of epiritual culture, which rogneda and 
treats as christians all baptized persons who yield a prevailing 
external obedience to the ordinances of the church, is decided-. 
1y antiscriptural and injurious to the spirituality of religion. It 
ignores that divisioa of the church into visible and invisible, 
established in a former part of this discussion, and conflicts. 
with the rule of our Savior to judge of the tree by its fruits, 
and not to regard all as entitled to heaven, who merely cry 
*Lord, Lord,” but only those who also **do the will of his hea- 
venly Father.” 

Again, the indiscriminate or collective mode of admitting 
_ the entire rising generation to sacramental communion, at a 
certain'age, practised by the Romish church, and by some Pro- 
- tesfant churches of Europe, in obedience to the obtrusive and 

_unauthorized enactments of civil government, is unscriptural, 
and in violation of. the principles of christian discipline. Every 
man 1s naturally a 8inner individually, he is required to repent 
individually, to believe individually, and perform all his reli- 
gious obligations individually. 'These obligations cannot be 
performed by proxy, by parents for children, or children for pa- 
rents; nor aggregately, by the mass of a congregation 80 as to 
include some delinquent members of it. Every soul is a unit, 
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and all its obligntions, privileges and destinies belong to it as 
unit, though associated with others. 

But the fallacy of these practices will further appear whilst 
we exhibit, in conclusion, the apostolic method of Christian 
Evangelization and Ohurek culture, as apprehended by the 
Protestant churches. Five features particularly arrest our at- 
tention on an examination of the inspired narrative. Farst, 
the apostles *preached the word” in season and out of season, 
and with a view to present effect. Secondly, when they no- 
ticed the influence . of the truth, or heard the inquiry, *men 
and brethren, what shall we do,” they gave to 8uch awakened 
cobiauporite instruction, as their case might require.® This 
can be done partly in the public discourse, and partly at special 
meetings for inquiring sinners. Thirdly, when they found 
that these awakened-sinners believed in the Lord Jesus Christ 
with all their hearts,? they introduced them, *together with 
their houscholds,””+ into the visible church, into the society of 
believers, by the ordinance of baptism,* thus adding to the 
church daily® them that were saved,” or rescued from the world 
and from- sin, converted, (72s «wCopurrss). Fourthly, the apos- 
tles, together with the brotherhood, continued to watch over, 
edify and direct their new converts,” *confirming the souls of 
the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith.” 

' Matt. 11: 28. Acts 2: 38. 40: 42. 2 Acts 2: 38. © 

2 Aets 8: 37. If thon believest (in the Lord Jesus Christ) with all thy 
heart, thou mayest (be baptized). | | 

+ Acts 16: 15. «Lydia and her household.”—33. «The jailor and all his.” 
1 Cor. 1: 16. Stephanas and his household.—Mark 10 : 14. Children belong 
to «the kingdom of God.”—1 Cor. 7: 14. 

5 Acts 2: 41. | 

6 Whilst this fact does not militate against the stated admission of the ris- 
ing generation at one or several fixed times in the year, after a proper course - 
of instruction, and satisfactory examination 'of each catechumen; it does 
clearly prove that the admission of adults of snitable qualifications, should 
not be limited to these 'intervals, but onght to occur at any time s00n- after 
their converslon. 'This practice doubtless confers special interest on the or- 
dinary exercises of public worship, and tends greatly to keep alive the Sr 
lic interest in the subject of religion. 

7 Heb. 13: 17. Acts 14: 22. Confirming the Souls of the disciples, and . 


exhorting them to continue in the faith. Acts 20: 31. By the space of three 
years I ceased not to warn every one, night and day, with tears, 
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| And /iſthly, having received the children of professed believ- 


ers into the church by baptism, they labored faithfully to *train 
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” 
'Thus were the apostles, and thus should ministers now be 
employed as honored instruments of the Holy Spirit, as co- 
workers with God, conducting this all important work of cvan- 


geltzation and brian culture. 'They are to receive the 


truth at the mouth of God, and dispense it to dying men. 


'Their's is the high and holy work of searching the scriptures 
from week to week, of studying the mode of applying its 8a- 
cred truths to the hearts of sinners, and then actually thus ma- 


king application of them in the cheering hope of "I im- 
mortal Souls. 
Like a faithful physician, who knows that his entire vicinity 


| This Christian Nurture cotisists in dedicating-the child to God in baptism, 


and faithfully discharging , the obligations towards it, assumed by the parent 


at the administration of this dedicatory- rite. In vindication of this infant 
dedication, and early christian nurture, we append a few general positions. 
There-is nothing to prevent children from growing up *'in the Lord.” grace 
is as effectual for tbem as for adults, 
As 800n as a child is capable of doing wrong, it is also able to do right. 
The ehild i is born with a depraved nature ; but the curse resting on the de- 


pravity, was removed by the death " Christ and is, therefore, for Christ's 
8ake, not imputed to the child. Rom. 18, 20, 21. John1: 29. 1John 2: 
| 2. This blessing 1s formally sealed bw] it by baptism, as a baptismal grace. 


If the child be not trained from —y to good, it will naturally grow up 


a voluntary sinner. 


But if it receive proper christian nurture, it may, and probably will strive 
to resist the solicitations of its depraved nature from early childhood, and by 


a continuance in this effort of obedience, will, by divine grace, gain a pre- 
- | ponderance of holy habits, and be converted. As $800n as this preponderance 


is established, it attords evidence that conversion is effected. The expert- 
ence of such a convertayl child will of course be less constant, and more va- 


| riable than that of most adults; but it is essentially the same. 


All christian parents-ought to expect, as the result of their parental wrain- 
ing, and of the privileges of church instruction, the Sabbath school, ministe- 
rial care of the lambs, Ke., that -all their children will grow up christians. 
But they ought not to regard any one of them as 8uch, unless it presents the 
scriptural evidences. op 

Parents should at all ages give their children the instruction 8uited to their 


capacity, and at from fourteen to eighteen years of age, send them to the 


course of instruction for catechumens; but no one ought to be admitted to 


| sacramental communion, unless he:or she exhibits evidence of genuine re- 


pentance and $urrender of the Soul to God. 
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is suffering under a morbid predisposition to epidemic disease, 


the faithful minister of Christ dispenses the general truths of 


"the gospel, and gives directions for their application to specific 


cases. But he is not satisfied with this. By pastoral visita- 
tion, he learns the peculiar condition of his individual hearers, 
and personally affords those specific directions suited to the pe- 
culiar circumstances of each cage. | 


He draws the line of distinction clearly, i in his public and 


private ministrations, hetween the church and the world, be- 
tween the converted and the unconverted; and labors by the 
blessing of Heaven to add to the church ' daily such as are 
saved, as are converted to God, and rescued from the dominion 
of 8in. | 

He labors in reliance on the blessing of the Spirit, and prays 


for the special outpouring of the Holy Ghost, that many souls 


may be born unto God, and be made heirs of eternal life. 
'Thus does he labor on, striving for the furtherance of the 


gospel at home and abroad over the world, until he is called 
| by his Master to lay down his armor and enter on his eternal 


rest, with'the pleasing conviction that he has faithfully labored 
to preach the gospel to every rational creature, and freely offer- 
ed salvation to-all *who believe and are baptized. ” 


By this discussion, we are taught the following important | 


practical positions, of which ministers of the gospel should 


never lose 8ight, in their studies and instructions. 


We should faithfully guard and adhere to the primitive, 


apoxstolical, and inspired model of Christianity, and conscien- 


tiously discriminate between it and all uninspired reasonings, 


teachings and additions. All that we believe contained in 


s<cripture we must sacredly retain, and admit nothing from any 
other source, that is not in entire consistence with it. 

| Wee $ee that there is a strong tendency in the human breast 
to mere formalism in religious worship, to the neglect of that 
inward worship in epirit and in truth, which alone can be ac- 
ceptable to God, who is a spirit. Outward acts and forms are 


more easily performed by persons of various religious charac- 
ter; than the worship of the heart, and ministers thould faith-. 
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Fully preach and pray against resting in them alone, as ruinous 
to the 8oul. 
"We learn the incalculable importance of keeping constantly 
in view the doctrine of individual responsibility in all chris- O ] 
* tians, and urging them to search the scriptures daily, and to. " Þ 
think and act for themselves in view of their sacred obligations | 
as detailed in God's word. 

2 Phe church Should guard against the tendency in ministers 
unduly to exalt_ their office. 'The pride of the human heart, 
from which ministers are also not wholly exempt, delights in 
pompous forms and robes and ceremonies; and somelimes 
leads the 'ministers of the meek and lowly Jesus, to attribute | 
to their office mystic influences and powers alien from the gos- 
pel, and prejudicial to the Epirituality and individual activity 
of church members. 

We $ee that the errors of Popery and Puseyism are most 
grave corruplions of. true Christilanity, relating not only to 
in matters of collateral nature, but affecting the cardinal doctrines 
| of the gospel; converting the epiritual worship of God into a 
routine of outward forms and-ceremonlies, substituting implicit _ | | | 
_ reliance on the priest or minister, jn place of direct depend- | 
Now on the Savior, and teaching for doctrines the traditions 0 
and commandments of men. | 
We learn that genuine Christianity is favorable to popular 
rights and republican government ; whilst Popery and all oth- 
er minor phases of imparity tend more or less to loster arist0C- 
racy, and support the throne. — 
Finally, we are taught by this discussion, that when the 
church of the Redeemer 1s azsailed by such formidable foes as 
Popery and Puzeyism, when important inroads are made on 
her territory in Europe, when her liberty of worship is destroy- 
ed, and her members are oppressed and persecuted in countries ” 
heretofore tolerant, wisdom dictates that Protestants should | 
cease to contend about their minor differences, and concentrate 
_ all their energies against their common foes, slriving for the 
furtherance of the gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
until it 1s preached to every creature, and all nations are made 
disciples. 
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